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: DVERTISING has been called a “‘vehicle of educa 

tion.” Indeed we can easily realize it is just 
this, if we but think for a moment of the advertised 
products that enter into our work, our home, our 
service to others, and our recreation. The Sunday 
School Times offers many practical suggestions in 
] its weekly advertising columns. 

















Fruit 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. — Galatians 5: 22. 
He that abideth in me. .~ the same bringeth forth much 
fruit.— John 15:5 


ie that is higher than the love of men, 
Reaching above all self, all others, even, 


Lifted upon one impulse that is pure : 
To glorify the God whe is in Heaven. 


Joy that is: deeper than mere mortals know, 
A joy that flowers in-a field of sorrow, 
That sees beyond man’s cloud of present pain 
' The blessed sunlight of God’s-bright tomorrow. 


Peace that the world can neither give nor take, 
A peace that passeth all our understanding, 

Tranquillity that finds in evéry storm : 
That quiet born alone of God’s commanding. 


Beloved, if your lives would bear such fruit, 
Abide. Ye are the branches; Christ, the root. 








‘Recognizing Signs 


There are more “signs” in this world than most 
of us realize. We are not to be'seeking for signs that 
God does not give; but we are not to be blind to signs 
that he does give. He has seen fit to give many, and 
in his Word he tells us about them, and enables us to 
recognize them. The Lord sharply rebuked the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees when they insincerely “desired 
him that he would shew them a sign from heaven. 
He reminded them that they knew well enough how 
to read the signs of fair or foul weather, and then 
he said: “O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face 
of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the 
times?” (Matt. 16:3.) A sign had been given to 
all Israel, for centuries, which the most of Israel had 
ignored and would ignore; the sign of the prophet 
Jonah, and his experience of death and resurrection, - 
in prediction of the death and resurrection of the One 
who was speaking to them, Christ Jesus. But long 
before Jonah’s time God gave men certain other sighs, 
which most men have ignored. He tells about it in 
the first chapter of Genesis. When he created “lights 
in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from 
the night,” God said, “Let them be for signs.” The 
“two great lights” are mentioned there, “the greater. 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 
night.” How many of us, every time we see the sun 
and the moon, remember that these are: God’s signs? - 
j 


The sun is a glorious type of Christ, the “Sun of 
righteousness” (Mal. 4:2). -Some day that true Sun, 
of which our sun in the heavens is but a shadow, 
shall “arise with healing in his wings”; and what a 
healing for sin-cursed creation that will be! The 
moon is doubtless a type of the Church of Christ, 
shining by reflected light during this night-time of 


again, to reign over the earth, it will be day-time in- 
deed, and the shining of the moon will not then be 
needed. Just before he comes “there shall be signs 
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity” (Luke 
21:25). Meteoric phenomena are occurring today 
that puzzle the astronemers ; the distress and perplexity 
of nations are unprecedented. Are we recognizing the 


signs? 
x<— 
What Is Man? 


Who can answer the question, What is man? 
A thousand years before the time of Christ it was 
asked by-David, as he addressed God: “When I con- 
sider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, 


that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, © 


that thou visitest. him?” (Psa. 8:3, 4.) The ques- 
tion was quoted, almost 1100 years later, by the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews (2:6). A present-day 
unbeliever and scoffer, whose magazine has published 
an article saying that the Bible ought to be suppressed, 
now answers the question. H. L. Mencken writes: 
“Man is a sick fly, taking a dizzy ride on a gigantic 
fly-wheel. He is lazy, improvident, unclean. Life is 
a combat between jackals and jackasses.” One won- 
ders in which-of his two classifications the editor of 
The American Meréury places himself. However, his 
verdict is not original; originality is one of many 
things that those who reject God can never have; 


- they simply echo, from generation to generation,-the 


antique, threadbare lies that were started by the great 
imitator Satan in the Garden of Eden. Three thou- 
sand years before Mencken “discovered” the old de- 
ceptions, David and Solomon were expressing them as 
the best “wisdom” of the natural man. “Man is like 
to vanity,” said David: “his days are as.a shadow that 
passeth away” (Psa. 144:4). Solomon gave the best 


wisdom of the man “under the sun” who had not 
ascended above the sun in the heavenlies to Christ, 
when he said he saw that “the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the 
wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 
favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth 
to them all. For man also knoweth not his time: as 
the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 
birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons 
of men snared in-.an evil time, when it falleth sud- 
denly upon them” (Eccles. 9: 11, 12). But both David 
and Solomon knew that there was something better 
than this for man, and all children of God know it 
today. “For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour,. Thou madest him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his 
feet” (Psa. 8:5, 6). This purpose of God for man 
is fulfilled in all men who receive the Son of God and 
the Son of man as Saviour and Lord. Then the an- 
swer to the question, “What is man?” is found in the 
Word of God: “Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear,- we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in. him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure” (1 John 3:2, 3). 


x 


Faith’s Obedience 


There is no other kind. of faith but the faith tnat 
obeys. Any other kind is “not another,” for it is not 
faith at all. So Noah’s was an obedient faith. He 
showed faith in God-by believing God’s word con- 
cerning the coming flood, and by trusting the ark, as 


. designed by .God, to save him. But-he showed faith 


also in his obedience to God. “According:to all that 
God-commanded him, so did he”. (Gen. 6 : 22). Is it 
not true of most of us that we think we are doing 
pretty well if it can be said of us that we have done 
“according: to some things that God commanded,” 
or “according to many things that God commanded” ? 
But that is not full .faith. . True and entire faith 
does “according to ALL that God commanded.” There 
was no other way of safety for Noah in the time 
of the flood, and there is no other way of safety for 
us today. 


The Conference at Lausanne 


HE Conference at Lausanne on World Faith and 

I Order, held in August, 1927; was perhaps the 
most remarkable gathering of Christians —cer- 
tainly the most comprehensive-—that has heen held 
for a thousand years. The Conference represented 
the Anglican, the Greek, the Baptist, Congregation- 
alist, and Presbyterian Churches; the Methodist 
Churches; the Society of Friends; the Lutheran 


Churches; the Moravian Church; the Old Catholics; ~ 


and the new United Churches of Canada and North- 
ern India. “In the rending of civilizations and the 
toppling of nations in the Great War,” says Canon 
E. S. Woods, “with the moral foundations of Chris- 
tendom seeming to crack and sag, amid the stark 
realities of life and death, the divisions between the 
Christian Churches suddenly looked indescribably petty.” 
And it was a golden dream that hovered over the 
little Swiss township. “The vision that rises before 
us,” says the Conference, “is that of a Church, gen- 
uinely Catholic, loyal to all Truth, and gathering into 
its fellowship all ‘who profess and call themselves 
Christians,’ within whose visible unity all the treas- 
ures of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by 
the past to the present, shall be possessed in com- 
mon, and made serviceable to the whole Body of 
Christ.” Again and again the Conference stressed 
the last prayer of Christ: “That they all may be one; 


This: discerning study of one of the outstanding phe- 
nomena in present-day Christian life has been written 
for The Sunday School Times by D. M. Panton, of Eng- 
land, well known as editor of The Dawn and for his many 
unusual contributions in’ Bible study and the interpreta- 
tion of current events. 


. - . that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me” (john 17:21). 

- THe: Creep.—Now the first fact that emerges, and 
one (to a prophetical student) of extraordinary in- 
terest, is that, despite the combined honeycombing of 
Criticism .and_the.enormous growth of Sacerdotalism, 
the faith of the Churches still remains fundamentally 
Christian: “Notwithstanding the difference in doc- 
trine among us,” says the Report, “we are united -in 
a common Christian Faith which is proclaimed in the 
Holy Scriptures and is witnessed to and safeguarded 
in the Ecumenical Creed, commonly called the Nicené, 
and in the Apostles Creed, which Faith is continuously 
confirmed in the spiritual experience of the Church of 
Christ.” The substance of their Faith the Conference 
thus describes in its own words: “In the fulness 
of time the eternal Word of God became incarnate, 
and was made man, Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 
the Son of man, full of. grace and truth’; “He has 
brought to us forgiveness of sins”; and “The Gospel 
is the cafl to sinful man to turn to- God, the joyful 
tidings of justification and of sanctification to - those 
who believe in Christ.” Since it is impossible for a 
soul, or a group of souls, to believe with the heart 
what the Apostles Creed states, and not to be re- 
generate, the Creed of Lausanne is the Creed of 
Christ. 

THe CxHurcu.—Hardly less vital and critical ig 
the Conference’s definition of the Church of God, 
which, though perhaps lacking in fullness and precision, 
is substantially true. “The Church as the communion 
of believers in Christ Jesus is, according to the New 
Testament, the people of the New Covenant; the 
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Body of Christ; and the Temple of God, built upon 
the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone.’ More- 
over, one statermént —incalculably the most impor- 
tant issued at Lausanne —comes with surprising force 
and joy: “We desire to leave on record our solemn 
and unanimous testimony that no external and written 
standards can suffice without an inward and personal 
experience of umon with God in Christ.” Thus we 
reach a fact of capital importance. So far as the 
Conference correctly represents the Churches, — and 
the more -so, as in the nature of the case the move- 
ment for reunion is the work of the Liberal section 
of the Churck rather than the Conservative, — what 
the Conference stands for (as apart from the Church 
of Rome, which refused to participate,’ and the 
Greek Church, which declined to endorse all but 
one of the Reports) is still the Church of God on 
earth. 

ScuisM.—Nevertheless, in spite of the noblest inten- 
tions and magnificent patience, the Conference wrecked 
—for wreck it did—on the very rock it was sum- 
moned to dynamite. The Conference has missed — 
like every Christian group, in practice if not in theory, 
for two thousand years —the extraordinary simplicity 
of Apostolic Catholicity: namely, that the Church is 
simply the aggregate of all souls reborn, from whose 
fellowship none may be put out for error, much less 
for differing church government. The total disappear- 
ance of the miraculous texture and polity of the Apos- 
tolic Church makes any binding authority of uninspired 
Orders deeply fallible and mutually intolerant, un- 
scriptural, and impossible. But the Conference not 
only imposes the authority of bishops, but also makes 
Episcopal government an indispensable vital of a re- 
united Church; and in this very act is guilty of schism, 
so perpetuating the schisms of two thousand years. 
For it is a startling fact that even when apostles were 
present and in full authority, fellowship with them 
was commanded (Acts 2:42), but disciples who re- 
fused their fellowship, or even challenged their apostle- 
ship, were not unchurched. The churches of Asia 
repudiated the fellowship of Paul (2 Tim. 1:15), 
and a group of believers at Corinth denied his apos- 
tleship (2 Cor. 12:11), without his excommunicating 
either the one or the other; and when Diotrephes 
wickedly excommunicated the apostle John (3 John 
10), John never excommunicated Diotrephes. The 
enormous drop from inspired and miracle-gifted apos- 
rtles to ordinary bishops makes excommunication for 
the refusal of the fellowship of bishops, when ex- 
communication for the refusal of the fellowship of 
apostles was forbidden, a reductio ad absurdum. 


1“The contrast,” says the deputation that waited on 
the Pope,. “between the Pope’s attitude toward us and 
his official attitude toward the Conference was very sharp. 
Bc was irresistibly benevolent, the other irresistibly 
rigid.” 
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Rome.—From this point onward it is difficult to 
see how the reunion movement can eséape the goal of 
Rome. For the seeds*of Rome are embedded in the 
Report. “We hold,” says the Conference, “that the 
Sacraments are means of grace through which God 
works invisibly in us’; and “We testify to the fact 
that the Christian world gives evidence of an increas- 
ing sense of the significance and value of Sacraments.” 
Here is its pronouncement on baptism. “We believe 
that in Baptism administered with water in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, for the 
remission of sins, we are baptized by orte Spirit into 
one Body.” Since this is not baptism following faith, 
if it is not baptismal regeneration it includes it, and 
must logicatly close in it; for in the long run it will 
be felt to be a weak theology which insists on con- 
version after an act of the Spirit which has already 
incorporated a soul into the Body of Christ. ‘The 
largest of the sections of the Church universal,” said 
Professor Bartlet, apparently voicing: the Conference, 
“is absent by its own conscientious choice; but it is 
not forgétten, and its potential place in the distant 
future of the Reunion movement is kept open.” A 
reunion movement that -sets out to include, compul- 
sorily, a historic Episcopate that consists of priests 
offering the Mass, cai hardly escape the message 
Pope Pius IX sent through Dean Stanley to Dr. 
Pusey: “When you see Pusey, tell him from me that 
I compare him to a bell which rings in order to invite 
the faithful to enter the Church, but itself remains 
outside.” 


Propuecy.—As we should expect of so great a mis- 
carriage in the mind of God’s Church, we find that 
the Spirit’s careful system of warning lights is wholly 
ignored. For the Conference the prophetic page sim- 
ply does not exist. The future is merely a lump of 
clay to be molded exactly as we choose. Now in this 
blank on prophecy the modern Church shows a mind 
widely diverse from her Lord’s: Christ’s warnings 
of the end are profuse and somber beyond all other 
warnings in Gospels or Epistles; and the greatest of 
all prophetic books, charged with appalling thunders, 
is described as His Apocalypse (Rev. 1:1) given to 
us by an angel through John. Had the Church some 
conception of the imminent future, visible unity might 
still be a wise ideal; but its practical handling would 
be profoundly modified in view of holocausts of mar- 
tyrs yet to be offered up by a Roman Church once 
more regnant, a sapping of creeds so profound as to 
lead to a world-wide crash of faith, a subtle Gnosti- 
cism that will reintroduce the deadly virus of heathen 
faiths, and the pure in all the Churches fatally threat- 
ened between the upper and nether millstones of 
pagan Empire and murderous Anarchy. Advancing 
with a blank mind utterly unwarned, the Churches 
move through a dense fog that completely conceals 
the precipice falling sharply ahead, a fog that even 
deadens the roar of horrible cataracts. 





Is Belief in Christ Necessary ? 


What brief answer could be given to one who asks, 
“What difference does it make whether we believe 
j that Christ was divine so long as we follow his teach- 
ings ?” 

: Are there some ministers who dé not believe in the 
resurrection? 
If you would kindly answer these questions for 
me I shall greatly appreciate it—-A Connecticut 
reader. 


We cannot follow Christ’s teachings without believ- 
ing that he is divine. 
own deity repeatedly. It was for this teaching that he 
was crucified. When the high priest asked him to 
tell them whether he was “the Christ, the Son of God,” 
—/and by this they meant deity, — he answered that he 
was, and in order that they might not misunderstand 
he added: “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.” As evidence that they had not mis- 
understood Christ’s claim to deity the high priest de- 
clared: “He hath spoken’ blasphemy; what further 
need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard 
his blasphemy.” And ‘the verdict of the Sanhedrin 
was, in answer to the high priest, “He is guilty of 
death” (Matt. 26: 63-66). 

Christ permitted men to worship him as divine. If 
he had not been divine, and had permitted this, he 
would have been a conscious imposter. He declared, 
“He that seeth me seeth him that sent me” (John 12: 
45). If Christ were only a man could he have said: 
“T am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall ~he live: and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die”? 
(John 11:25, 26.) Could one who was only a man 
say: “Before Abraham was, I am”? (John 8:58.) 


For he taught or declared his , 





He declared his deity in the words: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, the hour is coming and ndéw is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and 
they that hear shall live. ... The hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall came forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5: 25-29). 

Finally, after his resurrection, when doubting 
Thomas finally came to believe and cried out to Jesus, 
“My Lord and my God,” Christ not only permitted 
this but commended him; still more did= he commend 
all who would thus believe in him without seeing him 
as Thomas had: “Blessed are they that have not seen, 
and yet have believed” (John 20: 29). 

Furthermore, no one can follow Christ’s teachings, 
even apart from the teaching of his deity, except by 
believing that Christ was divine. It is literally im- 
possible to follow Cnhrist’s teachings without believing 
in him as the only divine Saviour and Lord. His ethi- 
cal teachings are hopelessly beyond the power of 
anyone to’ obey without that new life from above which 
only comes by faith in Christ as the Son of God and 
Saviour. Let anyone make an honest study of the 
Gospels, and make a list of the practical teachings of 
Christ that are to be followed, and then ask whether 
they can be followed by human nature at its best. The 
question answers itself; it is impossible. But when 
one believes Christ’s claims concerning himself, and 
receives him as Saviour, then comes a new life, a new 
heart, a new nature, new power to do Christ’s will. 
Only thus can anyone have the new life. Christ said: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on 
me hath everlasting life. I am that bread of life. 
... This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof, and not die’ (John 6: 
47-50). The same truth is given to us through the 





JULY 7, 1928 


inspired apostle John: “He that hath the Son hath , 
Kfe; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not « 
life” (1 John 5: 12). i 

There are “some ministers who do not believe in the 
resurrection.” This apostasy is not new; it began, 
in the first century. It was to professing Christians 
in the Corinthian Church that Paul wrote by inspira-. 
tion: “Now if Christ be preached that he rose from 
the dead, how say some among you that there is no. 
resurrection of the dead?” (1 Cor. 15:12.) A good 
many professing Christian ministers are saying today 
that resurrection has nothing to do with the body, 
but means merely continued spiritual existence. This 
contradicts the Word of God. When the risen Lord 
appeared to his disciples, and “they were terrified and 
affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit,” 
he reassured them and said: ‘Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” 
(Luke 24: 37-39). The bodies of believers who die 
are to be raised from the dead, and the bodies of all 
believers, living and dead, will be changed into such 
bodies as Christ himself has had since his resurrec- 
tion. This is pledged to us in the Word of God: “Now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept. ... But every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15: 20-23). 

There is only one way of salvation, and only one 
way to follow the teachings of Christ. “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness [to follow Christ’s 
teachings is to be righteous, and the secret of this is 
to believe in the deity of Christ, his death in our stead, 
and his bodily resurrection]; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture 
saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed” (Rom. 10: 9-11). 


Pat 
Does God Heal All Diseases ? 


In Psalm 103, please help me to understand the 
words, “Who healeth ali thy diseases..—A Massa- 
chusetts reader. 


When God had brought Israel out of Egypt he 
said to her in the wilderness: “If thou wilt dili- 
gently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and 
wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give 
ear to his commandments, and keep all his —* 
I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which 
have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord 
that healeth thee” (Exod. 15:26). To Israel God 
made many other promises of temporal prosperity and 
bodily safety and health, conditioned upon her remain- 
ing in the Land given to her, and upon obedience to 
God’s law. While Israel did God’s will, these prom- 
ises were fulfilled. Many of such promises or cove- 
nants of the Lord with Israel are given in the Psalms, 
as in the passage here inquired about, and in the 
Ninety-first Psalm with its blessed assurance: ‘Thou 
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not 
come nigh thee. . . . There shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” 

But there are many such promises to Israel, in the 
old dispensation of law, and in the still future kingdom 
or millennial dispensation, which are not given to the 
Church of Christ in this present dispensation or age of 
grace. The special blessings promised to Israel, while 
she should remain faithful to God and live in the Land, 
have to do with earthly and temporal matters. The 
promises to the Church in this age of grace are 
primarily concerning her spiritual life, while her tem- 
poral or bodily experiences may be anything bat pros- 
perous. Israel was promised protection against hu- 
man enemies; the Church is promised persecution 
and suffering at the hands of human enemies during 
this age. “Blessed are ye, when man shall revile you 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:11, 12). e 

This important distinction between Israel and the 
Church, and between the ages or dispensations of law 
and grace, in relation to the promises in Scripture, is 
brought out in the late Dr. C. I. Scofield’s invaluable 
little book, “Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth” 
(Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Gar- 
den Street, Philadelphia, 55 cents, postpaid). 

The healing of all bodily diseases was a promise 
“made to Israel, and is not made to the Church in this 
age of grace. God does indeed heal the bodies of his 
children today, in answer to prayer, when he knows 
this is best. The New Testament shows, however, 
that there is no sweeping or unqualified assurance of 
invariable healing by faith, in answer to prayer, for 
the Church. Much confusion, distress, and suffering 
of spirit have resulted from a misunderstanding of 
New Testament teachings on this. 
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Lesson for July 22 : 
Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 15-18 
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The Dawn of China’s New Day 


Glorious results of the nation-wide distribution of Testaments 











By George T. B. Davis : 














indicate that it will be an era of unparalleled 
spiritual progress. ; 

One of the most roseate rays of the approaching 
day is the change of attitude with regard to Com- 
munism. A year ago Bolshevism was sweeping over 
China like a prairie fire. Today both civil and military 
leaders are doing their utmost to stamp it out. The 
outbreaks in Canton and elsewhere simply show that 
it is more difficult to quench a conflagration than it 
is to kindle the flame. ; : 

For months the prayers of God’s children in many 
lands have been focussed upon China, and the present 
war against Bolshevism by the military leaders con- 
stitutes one of the most remarkable answers to prayer 
in modern times. Now let us pray that those in au- 
thority may realize that the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the Word of God are the only hope of China. 

Another encouraging sign of the new era lies in the 
fact that the seeming menace of fiery persecution has 
racked, but not wrecked, the church in China. It 
has purged and purified the true and faithful followers 
of Christ, and has prepared the way for a great out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God. In some cases the 
churches have grown even while passing through the 
fiery furnace of persecution. Mr. K. Wiesinger, a 
China Inland missionary from Hunan, writes: : 

“We had to go through a very fierce persecution. 
Our mission compound was attacked by a Bolshevik 
antiforeign and antichristian mob of about three 
thousand for more than three -hours,~but our dear 
Master. did not deliver us into their hands. 

“At one of our outstations the persecution was 
especially fierce. The evangelist was paraded through 
the streets, beaten, and imprisoned.. The chapel was 
badly damaged and sealed. Bibles, hymn books, and 
tracts were taken out and’publicly burned. But. praise. 
the. Lord, the Devil could not destroy their faith. 

“When I was there a few days ago we had crowded 
meetings. The people stood inside and outside the 
chapel and on the street. Among them were many of 
the former persecutors. They listened, and not a few 
accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


“Longing for the Life-giving Books” 


“Two years ago I requested 250 Pocket Testaments. 
But, praise the Lord, since then things have changed. 
During the past year the membership of the church in 
Sinning has been doubled. .We should have at least 
1,500 Testaments. We have the men to carry and to 
read them. We are greatly longing for the life-giving 
Books.” / 

From North China come tidings of a-turning back 
to the old paths, the Rev. T. Darlington, of the Mil- 
ton Stewart Evangelistic Fund, tells of three pastors 
in one gathering that were about to give up their 
churches and go into Secular work. But all three 
gained a new vision of Christ, and have gone back to 
preach the simple Gospel in the power of the Spirit. 
Indeed from far and near in China come encouraging 
reports. They tell of open and receptive hearts fol- 
lowing the recent turmoil. Here in Shanghai some 
weeks ago I witnessed the remarkable sight of nearly 
one hundred converts baptized at one time. They 
were part of the splendid harvest of souls being 
reaped at “Bethel” conducted by Dr. Mary Stone and 
Miss Jennie V. Hughes, and by the Oriental Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Another sign of the new era is the readiness of 
the people to hear the Gospel message. One of the 
evangelists whom_God has most largely used in China 
in recent years is Mr. Leland Wang. He was con- 


A NEW day is dawning in China; and many signs 


| verted while serving in the Chinese Navy. Later he 


resigned from the Navy to devote his entire time to 
preaching Christ. He is saturated with the Word 
of God. He reads thirteen chapters daily. Recently 
in Hongkong the largest theater in the city was 
crowded out, with hundreds standing, to hear him 
preach the old: Gospel of salvation through the blood 
of Christ. Mr. Wang and his associates have used 
thousands of the Pocket Testaments. Recently he sent 
in a request for two thousand more copies for use in 
evangelistic meetings in Foochow, his home city. 

Yet another hopeful sign is the spiritual quickening 
that is coming to some of the mission schools in 
China. The Rev. Marcus Cheng, who was formerly 
Chaplain General of Marshal Feng’s Army, has been 
conducting meetings in schools in and near Shanghai 
with encouraging results, both in attendance and in 
the interest manifested. In one or more schools daily 
prayer-meetings have been started by the students 
themselves. 

Another auspicious event is the bold testimony for 
Christ given by General Chang Chih Chiang in high 
governmental and other circles. General Chang is 


Funds have been provided for 900,000 of the 
millionTestaments that Mr. Davis hoped to procure 
for China. 667,500 of these have actually been 
‘sent out to missionaries and pastors. “The money 
sent to China would have been sufficient for just 
about a full million copies, but for an unexpected 
increase in the cost of the Testaments after the 
capture of Shanghai about a year ago,” writes 
Mr. Davis. He now tells of many hopeful signs 
in China and of the far-reaching effects of the 

Million Testaments for China Campaign. 








Marshal Feng’s representative in the Nanking Gov- 
ernment. He unflinchingly proclaims the Gospel to 
high and low and rich and poor. In an address to 
Shanghai bankers a few months ago, he told them that 
Christianity and the Christians are the hope of China. 
General Chang loves the Word of God so much that 
he has purchased thousands of Bibles and Testaments 
for distribution. 

Another harbinger of the new day that is dawning 
in China is the success that is attending the nation- 
wide distribution of New Testaments in connection 
with the Million Testaments for China Campaign. In 
spite of civil war, and lack of transportation facilities, 
and antichristian propaganda, and the absence of so 
many missionaries, the work of circulating the Testa- 
ments has gone steadily forward. Thus far more 
than 667,500 of the life-giving Books have been sent 
to missionaries, pastors, and other workers for wise 
and careful distribution. This great victory has been 
wrought by a great volume of believing prayer on the 
part of God’s children in many lands. 

The Bible societies operating in China have co- 
operated splendidly in the campaign. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the American Bible Society, 
and the National Bible Society of Scotland have ren- 
dered generous and gracious assistance from the very 
beginning of the movement; and now they have kindly 
agreed to complete the distribution of the remainder 
of the 900,000 copies for which funds have been pro- 
vided. 

From far and near come tidings of the glorious 
blessing that is following the presentation of the Tes- 
taments. Mr. Hermann Becker of Hunan Province 
previously requested 8,000 Testaments for his large 
district of a million and a half population. Now he 
desires 25,000 copies. He writes: 

“The first 1,000 Testaments have been given away 
in this city. The blessing received far exceeds our 
expectations. The Christians are more than ever read- 
ing their Bibles. Our meetings are full of souls who 
are wanting to learn more about Christ. Many have 
decided for Christ, and have given their names as 
inquirers. When we have received more Testaments, 
we will start at our eleven outstations. 

“When the soldiers had to retreat they forced the 
people to carry their goods. One of the Christians 
was taken. He said: ‘I am a Christian.’ The sol- 
diers said: ‘How can you prove it?’ He took his 
small Testament out of his pocket, and the soldiers 
let him go.” 

















' Amount Received and Expended 
From Inception of Campaign to March 31, 1928 
Stated in Shanghai Currency 

Received from 

NEUE fico icc s cts ai sinter eee" ® e258 $233,706.33 

OEE ES ERD. yo 50 8 09 0 8 0 8 eree's 2,108.46 
“retal to. account [OP % 05.8 cece’ $235,814.79 
Expended for 

New Testaments ...... $198,500.71 

es ee ee ere 11,517546 

Printing and Packing .. 12,751.25 

Postage and Telegrams. 2,480.69 

J! ae eae 350.78 

Stationery, ete. ....... 835.31 226,436.20 
Eg ange le ae es Gey APP + 9,378.59 
Testaments distributed to date .......... 667,561 
Testaments on hand, March gist ............ 99,902 
Se re 100,000 

I cee cette cet ag we 0% lash sagiaace'ed 867,463 
TOAPMAMEE MCA RMBO oH 5 v0 5's 0 0.0'bn okie esol 132,537 
SI FEO 5s eae ba ok eee dare eee 1,000,000 
Shanghai, April 9, 1928. 

Audited and found correct 
Freperick JoHn Hopxins, Hon. Auditor 
. Briner, Hon. Treasurer. 














One of the most outstanding features of the Million 
Testaments Campaign has ‘been its timeliness. The 
Rev. Edward H. Smith of _Foochow writes: 

“The case of 500 Testaments is just at hand, and 
deeply appreciated. I am sharing them with the en- 
tire Mission. We shall seek fo use them for the 
glory of God. Nothing could be more opportune than 
this entire campaign. God will bless it. -Only eter- 
nity can measure the spiritual results of this huge 
seed-sowing. We cease not to pray God for your 
work.” 

In Shanghai, a few weeks ago, a wire was received 
stating that Marshal Feng welcomed back Dr. and 
Mrs. W. Eugene Sallee and their party of mission- 
aries. to the Province of Honan. They set off at once, 
and arrived safely in Kaifeng, the capital. Dr. Sallee 
now reports tHat thus far he can discover no trace of 
antiforeign feeling; and that the authorities are en- 
tirely friendly. 

He found their school compound occupied by about 
a thousand wounded soldiers. They began preaching 
to them twice daily. On the second Sunday mem- 
orable scenes were witnessed. The church, which 
seats about six hundred, was packed to the doors. 
They filled the aisles, the pulpit platform, and the win- 
dow sills.” They drank in the Gospel message. At the 
close of the service so few left that a second sermon 
was delivered. Then the men were requested to go, 
and the building was filled again with women. 

Dr. Sallee finds a great eagerness for the Word of 
God. He says: ‘Many of the Christians and mission- 
aries are doing personal work in the wards and at the 
bedsides, and we have never in all our experience seen 
people so eager to hear the Gospel. They plead with 
the workers to stop and preach to them, and, pray for 
them, and they beg for Bibles. Last night sone man 
met Mrs. Sallee and. Mrs. Tong in the yard and told 
them he was leaving right away for the front, and beg- 
ged for a Bible. They tried to put him off, as they 
had none to give him, but he would not take no, so 
Mrs. Sallee came in the house and found one of ours 
and gave it to him.” 


Three Hundred Million Who Have Not Yet Heard 


Last night an express letter came from Dr. Sallee 
asking for a thousand copies of the Pocket Testaments. 
Dr. Sallee writes: “It is important that they come at 
the earliest possible date, as men are being sent to the 
front weekly.” The letter closed with an appeal for 
prayer. 

In spite of all the missionary effort in China for 
decades past, many people believe that probably three 
hundred million people in this land have never. yet 
clearly heard the Gospel message. It has been laid 
upon the hearts of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Saunders of 
the China -Inland Mission that a great forward move- 
ment should be inaugurated to preach “the Gospel to 
every creature in China.” Mr. Saunders says: 

“In apostolic days was it not in a time of great 
affliction that the spread of the Gospel went forward? 
May not God’s time for a great Gospel forward move- 
ment in China have arrived? ‘To every creature’ “ix 
our Lord’s command, and at least three hundred mil- 
lion in China have not yet heard. It may yet be pos- 
sible for every creature in China to have at least one 
opportunity to hear the Good News before our Lord 
comes. Shall it be given them?. Already God is set- 
ting his seal upon the effort. Before we left America 
a friend told us he wished to see. a movement of ‘the 
Gospel to every creature in China’ carried out. He 
is prepared to finance a scheme to give the Gospel to 
every creature in one county — why not in all the two 
thousand counties of China?” 

Not the least of all the signs of the new day in 
China is the manner. in which the Holy Spirit is 
laying a burden. of intercessory. prayer for a great 
spiritual awakening upon the hearts of his children 
in many lands.. Mr. Robert. W. Porteous, a mission-. 
ary to China, who knows the power of prayer to open 
the windows of Heaven, says: 

“The prospects for a mighty revival in China were 
never brighter. ‘Behold, I will do a new thing; now 
it shall spring forth.’ God’s work out here is just 
beginning. But we need more prevailing intercession. 
pay Seat all China may be moved! Pray believ- 
ingly ! 

Shall we not continue to pray earnestly and fer- 
vently —if possible setting apart a special period for 
intercession daily —for the missionaries and pastors 
and Chinese Christians, for the spread of the Word 
of God, and for a mighty spiritual awakening, so that 
these roseate rays of the dawn may speedily be 
changed into the bright sunlight of a day of unparal- 
leled spiritual splendor? 
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Engineering Skill at Kirjath Sepher | 


Who was the final destroyer of the city ? 
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O THE eyes of the archeologist, the walls of 

Kirjath-sepher hardly need explanation, they 

stand out so plainly. But to the eyes of visitors, 

all is not so simple and manifest. So we determined 

to clear a long stretch of the stone revetment of the 

great wall that every one might see: “put our goods 

in the window,” so to speak, that even the most casual 

visitor may be impressed with the formidable great- 
hess of this old fortress. ; 

Our clearance of the houses of the city had pro- 
gressed over all the section that we had marked off 
for first examination. We had gone down to the floor 
depth of the first period from the surface, Early Iron 
Two, reaching back from 600 B. C. to goo B. C., about 
the time of Rehoboam. Before going down to the 
next period, Early Iron One, from Rehoboam back 
to the time of the Conquest, it was necessary to photo- 
graph all these walls found and then clear them away. 
While this is being done, we have put our whole 
force of workmen on the great wall south and west 
of the east gate. They are stripping away all the 
rubbish that has accumulated from the destruction of 
the parapet of the wall and from the dust which has 
blown in during a thousand siroccos. Thus the wall 
in its greatness and all its engineering skill, with all 
its curves and re-entrants and bastions may appear 
to every observer. Some two hundred feet along the 
wall have been almost entirely cleared and another day 
will add perhaps another hundred feet. 

Some things noted two years ago may well be 
recalled, as we have now more fully confirmed them 
on this long stretch of the wall. The skill of the 
engineering appears more and more clearly as we pro- 
ceed. The great stone Canaanite work at the bottom 
of the revetment is strangely characteristic. The 
stones were always laid in the skillful way described 
ir 4926, being pointed inward and downward toward 
the focus of an ellipse in such fashion as to get the 
advantage of the principle of the arch. Thus year 
by year, even century by century, the wall was pressed 
together and became stronger. A curved and wavy 
character was necessarily given to the wall by this 
use of the arch, requiring as it did the selection fre- 
quently of a new focal point toward which to point 
the stones in laying them. This was sometimes ex- 
aggerated until the curve amounted to a re-entrant in 
the wall, giving a still greater advantage of enfilading 
fire of weapons by the defenders. On the out-curve 
of one of these re-entrants, about halfway up to 
the top of the wall, still may be seen the base of a 
buttress, like the spring of Robinson’s Arch at the 
temple area in Jerusalem. 

Another thing’ also mentioned in the report of our 
former work is more and more apparent as we clear 
this long reach of the wall, and that is the greatly 
inferior character of the work of the Israelites in 
repairing the partially destroyed work of the Canaan- 
ite builders. Whether these reparations are all from 
the time of the Conquest, or whether some, or all, 
of them date from the destruction wrought by Shishak 
at the beginning of Early Iron Age Two is not now 
known; there seems no way as yet of determining 
this. The determination of it is not of such great 
importance, for in any case, the inferiority of the 
Israelite work, as compared to the Canaanite work 
of the Patriarchal period, is very patent. There is 
only the question whether only at the beginning of 
Israelite occupation of the land the Israelites were 
so inferior, or whether in fact they had made no 
more progress than indicated by their work even by 
the time of Rehoboam and Shishak. 

It is very suggestive that while .great numbers of 
slingstones were found in clearing the wall two years 
ago at a point nearer the east gate, at the point where 
we are now clearing the wall none at all are found. 
Plainly the chief attack was made at and near the 
gate, and the destruction of part of the wall at other 
points, after the taking of the city, was pure ruth- 
lessness. Thus far also in the clearance of the wall 
at this point, very little pottery has been found. Far- 
ther from the gate there was thus very little oppor- 
tunity for the breaking of pots, as for the most part 
those carrying pots would be using one gate or the 
other, not simply walking along the wall where there 
was no entrance. 

A curious turn of the wheel of life is going on 
right under our eyes. As we sort out the pottery, 
taking the few bits really useful for our purposes, and 
carry the rest away in baskets, a great heap was grow- 
ing up of those seemingly worthless old potsherds. 
The heap threatened to grow to great proportions. 
But not so; an Arab came with camels and great 





gunnysacks and loaded up those sherds and drove his 
camels away, the potteries to be crushed into powder 
and made again into pots! Good clay is hard to 
obtain and this is a pure source. Thus, the people of 
— under the kings, and back in the history of 
srael in the Conquest, and even the old Canaanites 
before the Conquest, are made to serve modern indus- 
try. Is there anything that is not made to serve mod- 
ern indust.’y,in this materialistic age of money-making ? 

The members of the staff, who went to Jerusalem, have 
returned except the Hakim, who waits to recuperate. 
And this is pay-day. It is an interesting, and some- 
what exciting, scene when nearly one hundred men 
and boys, nearly all of child mentality, gather chatter- 
ing around the paymaster’s table with the heaps of 
money before him. What if some one took a notion 
to rush the treasury? Well, fifty others would be 
on his back. For do they not know that each man 
will get his share, if we distribute it, but nothing by 
the grab method? Mcreover, I think they are trying 
to be absolutely honest with us. Absolutely nothing 
last year, and so far this year, has ever been taken. 
The old Hadj, a devout old Mohammedan, watches 
with jealous care and with evident pride over his 
trust. When going away from camp for an evening, 
I ask him to watch my tent, he always lays his hand 
on his bosom-and looks up to heaven in a solemn 
way that registers an oath in the name of Allah ‘that 
nothing shall be disturbed. Well, nothing ever is. 

Another portion of the wall is just now claiming 
our attention, and arousing renewed interest. The 
great grotto underneath the city discovered in 1926 
was never completely clear of débris. While waiting 
for our surveyor to finish surveying, leveling, and 
plotting the series of house and factory walls in the 
section of the city that we have this year uncovered, 
preparatory to clearing away these walls and going 
down to the next earlier level, Early Iron One, we 
set a few of the men under a sub-foreman to work 
at the grotto and the portion of the wall east of the 
east gate which adjoins the entrance into the grotto. 

Whether this grotto was used only as a place for 
storing grain and water, as by the Israelites it was, 
or whether also it was earlier used by the Canaanites 
as a place for tombs is something we wish. if pos- 
sible, to determine. We broke into the grotto in 
1926, but there is a hint that there may have been at, 
or near, the same place a regular entrance to it. At 
any rate, there is a curved wall in front of the place 
at which we broke in that seems to have had no 
other purpose than that of a court before the entrance. 

have just now come in from an inspection of 
the work at this point. I saw at once on arrival that 
there was some excitement among the basket-boys 
carrying rubbish out of the grotto. They were de- 
manding backsheesh and beckoning me to come into 
the grotto. When I did so, the foreman met me also with 
a grin and produced from somewhere in the capacious 
folds of his loose garments a beautiful Egyptian ala- 
baster pilgrim bottle, so-called. It was broken in two 
longitudinally and the half remaining was so fish-like 
in shape, and in the twilight of the grotto the grain 
of the alabaster so resembled scales that at first I 
thought it a fish. Later the shape showed it to be 
an unusually fine specimen of pilgrim bottle. It be- 
longs to the Bronze Ages, Middle or Late, or the be- 
ginning of Early Iron One. That would be about 
the time of the Conquest at latest, or probably during 
the sojourn in Egypt. 

Another fragment found in the grotto is the long 
neck of the most graceful piece of pottery of Early 
Iron One, the most beautiful shape in the pottery of 
that Age on to 900 B. C. As the progress toward the 
complete clearing of the rubbish from the grotto ad- 
vances, it is being clearly evidenced that this grotto 
was used only in the Bronze Ages, and in Early Iron 
One; that is, by the Canaanites and by the Israelites 
down to the time of Rehoboam and the destruction 
of this place by Shishak.’ After that time the grotto 
seems not to have been used, except occasionally as a 
kind of dumping-ground for broken pottery, and as a 
place into which to sink cisterns. The grotto is thus 
giving us a very clear-cut view of the early pottery 
of the Israelites immediately after they came into the 
land and of the Canaanite pottery preceding, and occa- 
sionally all the way back to the Early Bronze Age be- 
fore Abraham came into the land. 

As we finish our work upon the walls and the sec- 
tion of the houses within the walls, the clearance of 
which has thus far been undertaken this year, it is 
becoming increasingly evident, perhaps we may say 
conclusively evident, that the final destroyer of the 
city was not Nebuchadnezzar, as suggested last year, 
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but Sennacherib.. In 701 B. C. while besieging Lach- 
ish, he attacked Jerusalem; according to his own re- 
port, shut up Hezekiah “like a bird in-a cage.” But 
he prudently refrains from saying that he possessed 
himself of the bird or of the cage. The Bible tells 
us no more of the siege of Lachish or of its outcome. 
The Egyptian inscriptions and pictures represent the 
capture by storm of that fortress. The Bible does tell 
us, however, that Sennacherib destroyed the fenced 
cities of Judah. This one, as near Lachish and one of 
the most important, would certainly not be-—passed 


y. 

Now the evidence that Sennacherib actually did de- 
stroy Kirjath-sepher is this: the jar handles with 
royal stamps came into use with Hezekiah and con- ' 
tinued very common until the end. Thus far not one 
of these stamped jar handles have we found among ‘ 
the many hundreds coming out of the débris con- ‘ 
tinually. This can hardly mean anything else than ; 
that this fortress was finally destroyed in the time 
of Hezekiah by the raid of Sennacherib. 

This is most important for the history of civiliza- 
tion and culture of the period ending with Hezekiah, 
and reaching back to the time of Rehoboam and the 
previous destruction of Shishak. The constant repre- 
sentation of the advanced critics is that the high cul- 
ture reflected in the prophets is much later and hence 
the prophets themselves are later and the whole fabric 
of revelation is brought down to a much later age, 
and the representations of the books at their face 
value is to be discredited. But here we find thus be- 
fore Hezekiah the high culture and great industrial 
development shown by the ruins here, and exactly 
corresponding to the picture given in the prophets for 
the time they ostensibly represent. The scores of 
loom weights coming out of nearly every room in 
the houses certainly represent the advanced textile 
industry which we showed the last season from the 
textile factory then discovered of about the time of 
Rehoboam or just after. Added to this is now the 
certainty that the dyeing industry also was established 
in Israel contrary to former general opinion, but as 
evidenced by the completely equipped large dye house 
found this year. These industries together with the 
great engineering skill displayéd on the walls and ‘ 
gates, not only confirmed, but advanced by additional 
evidence this year as we clear the walls, make it cer- 
tain that the industrial life of Israel in the Age just 
preceding the great prophets was all it is represented 
to be by the writings of those prophets and any ex- 
cuse for dating their writings later is wholly annulled. 
Obadiah, for example, whose date is concededly un- 
certain, and who has been thrust down even as far 
as the second century B. C., fits exactly into the 
seventh century. ; 

If our work here does nothing else, and we hope 
for still greater things, the establishment of the high 
state of civilization at these early periods is well 
worth the expenditure. It is exactly in accord with 
the conclusions of Professor Sellin, conclusions that . 
compelled him to reverse his views on the civilization 
of the land and to carry the earliest books back again “ 
to the Mosaic Age to which they have always claimed 
to belong. If only we, and he also, can get money to 
carry on the work on these two great centers, Kirjath- 
sepher and Shechem, to completion, it will go a long 
way toward bringing the critical controversy to a 
completion also. 

In the next letter I must give a vivid picture of 
life in an archeologist’s camp, an archeological “Main 
Street.” 


KiIRJATH-SEPHER, 
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Commercializing Sunday 


By David G. Wylie, D.D. 
President of the Lord’s Day Alliance of the United States cat 





HERE is a growing disposition in many parts of 

the United States to commercialize amusements, 
sports, and pastimes on ~Sunday. .The Sunday pro- 
fessional and sports bill was recently defeated in the 
Lower House of Massachusetts by a vote of 110-93 
and in the Senate by 26-9. Governor Fuller plainly 
indicated that he would veto any bill that would tend 
to commercialize our American Sunday and probably 
this put some influence upon the vote in both Houses. 
He also vetoed the bill that would permit certain sales 
of provisions, fish, fruit, vegetables, and the like. This 
was known as a Rosh Hashonah, or “day of atone- 
ment” Jewish bill, and as those Sepeeed to the enact- 
ment of such legislation did not show their strength 
after the veto of the Governor, the bill was passed 
over the veto and is now a law. Dr. Martin D. 
Kneeland, Gefieral Secretary of the Lord’s Day 
League of New England, in a letter received from him 
recently, gave this information and makes the follow- 
ing observations : 

“Enclosed is the text of Governor Fuller’s message 
when he vetoed the Rosh Hashonah Bill. I am: sorry 
to say that the forces did not rally to support the 
veto, and by small majority it was defeated, and the 
Jews have another opening in Massachusetts on Sun- 
day. It is very small, ‘as there are only about three 
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sacred days in five years that- will be open until noon 
on Sunday. This is the only defeat we have had this 
year in Massachusetts.” 

In view of this situation, it is interesting to note 
what is being done in other parts of the world. Re- 
cently, the Manchester Evening News (England) took 
a straw vote on these two questions: 

1. Are you in favor of Sunday games in public 
parks at times not interfering with the hours of divine 
worship? e ; 

2. Are you in favor of cinemas (motion picture 
shows) on Sunday after the hours of divine worship? 

Nearly one million papers were sent in with the 
surprising result that after deducting spoiled pafers, 
out of 235,000 votes, only 37,602 were in favor of 
Sunday games and 30,028 in favor of the opening 
of cinemas; that is five to one against Sunday games, 
and nearly seven to one against Sunday motion pic- 
ture shows. 

The Evening News confesses surprise at the over- 
whelming majority in favor of maintaining the Eng- 
lish Sunday, and contends that municipal councils 
ought not to ignore the strong sentiment expressed 
by the votes, and that advocates of the. introduction 
of the Continental Sunday will know that the people 
are against them. “It is believed,” says the New 
Outlook of Toronto, “that it will be a long time be- 
fore the British people will surrender their inherited 
day of rest for games and theaters.” 

A good word comes from Sir Ramsay MacDonald, 
formerly Prime Minister, who says that labor is more 
interested than any other section of the community 
in preserving one day of rest in seven, and by rest 
he does not mean recreation. 

The venerable Archbishop of Canterbury, as quoted 
in the Boston Evening Transcript, bids all whom his 
words reach to guard with wisdom and enthusiasm 
the sacred heritage of the Lord’s Day. He says that 
it is a strange selfishness. that leads many people, 
some of whom have leisure all the week through, to 
spoil the Sundays of other men by the carelessness 
that leads a man to think only of himself. The Arch- 


bishop, the Primate of the Anglican Church, thus ex- - 


pressed himself: ‘Those in responsible positions must 
have their eyes open to the danger of unintended prog- 
ress from the provision of innocent recreation to the 
encouragement of great competitive games or matches, 
with inevitable conditions of popular gatherings and 
excitement and consequently multiplied labor. My 
own feeling is that a word of warning is gravely 
needed at this time, a word of warning to the whole 
country and to public bodies in particular, that if 
Sunday were to be given up chiefly to pleasure-seek- 
ing, and if facilities for such pleasure-seeking were to 
be indefinitely multiplied, the price would be deplor- 
able. We should lose the quietude and recuperative 
restfulness of Sunday in proportion as Sunday travel- 
ing, Sunday trading, and Sunday labor were increased. 
Those on whom the sacrifice would be enforced belong 
chiefly to the class which has the greatest need of 
the advantage of Sunday, and is least able effectively 
to secure them.” - 

These fine, strong sentiments of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Sir Ramsay MacDonald are enforced 
by Sir Harry Lauder, who was brought up and trained 
in the Scotch Presbyterian Church. He says, “I am 
against Sunday theater shows, and I have told my 
fellow artists that if we fail to uphold our religion 
and our Sunday, men will scorn us, women will weep 
for us, and children will be taught to hate the name 
of the theater, and the curses of the generations to 
come will be forever at the stage door. Men who dis- 
regard God’s Word and God’s work can never hope 
to be respected. . . . When, for the first time, I came 
to America, I had four Sunday performances, and a 
more miserable engagement I never fulfilled. I felt 
I was doing something against my religion, something 
which I had been taught by my mother was wrong.” 

What a fine thing it would be if America should 
follow in the footsteps of our British friends across 
the sea! 

New Yor, 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful 
to entertain strangers (Heb. 13:1, 2). 


PRROTHERLY love is philadelphia: hospitality to 
Strangers is philoxenia. These are parallel vir- 
tues. Helpfulness to one’s own recalls our obliga- 
tions to outsiders. 

In Romans 12 these twin brethren appear again. 
“Be kindly affectioned one to another” is “have 
the brotherly affection  gpeercsagesot which should 
characterize relations with one’s kind [philostorgoi; 
storge is ‘natural affection’].” “Distributing to the neces- 
sities of the saints”. (v. 13) —literally, “making com- 
mon cause with their needs” [koinonountes] —is fol- 
lowed by philoxenian diokontes, “chasing after hos- 
pitality to strangers.” Here we have the cheery note 
of. “compel them to come in.” And the word “pur- 
suing hospitality” suggests the same word in verse 14 
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which is. quoted from our Lord’s command of Mat- 
thew 5:44, “Bless them that pursue, or persecute 
[diokonton] you.” Here is almost a play on words. 
lf outsiders: persecute you persecute them with kind- 
ness and hospitality, and a little later Paul amplifies 
the thought, giving it concrete illustration: “If thine 
enemy hunger give him to sop.” ‘This time he quotes 
Christ’s example as before his words. 


New Hampton, N. H. 








The Victorious Life 








Conferences This Summer 


HAvE you thought of making it possible for some 
one to attend a Victorious Life Conference this 
summer at America’s Keswick who might not other- 
wise be able to go? Great blessing has come to lives 
in this way. The Treasurer of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Mr. B. F. Culp (address below), is glad 
to receive gifts designated for this purpose, and the 
Ceuncil uses such gifts prayerfully, seeking the Lord’s 
will as to whom to send. 

The Conferences at Keswick Grove, N. J., will be 
held every. other week, as follows: 


0 SE eee ee Victorious Life Conference 


“ “ “cc 
“c “ o 


Aug. 31 to Sept. 3 ....Labor Day Week-End Conference 


The speakers include: Canon F. E. Howitt, T. 
Roland Philips, Robert C. McQuilkin, Harold S. 
Laird, L. L. Legters, Miss Ruth Paxson, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, the Rev. and Mrs. W. Alfred 
Schlichter, Addison C. Raws, Charles A. Blatchley, 
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John W. Lane, Jr., Charles G. Trumbull, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Alfred J. Bowen, Miss Alma Doering, Alex 
Rk. Hay, Miss Helen R. Yost, Robert Cummings, Mr. 
and Mrs. S. Austin Paul, and Mr. and Mrs. Van V. 
Eddings. 

The purpose of the: conferences is to show hungry- 
hearted Christians the offer in God’s Word of a life 
of sustained fellowship with God, victory over sin, 
and power in service, through Christ as Saviour, Lord, 
and Life; and God’s call to all, as missionary Chris- 
tians, to share this with others to the uttermost part 
of the earth. 

For information, and in making all registrations, 
lease address Victorious Life Testimony, Rooms 80- 
3, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


w 


Charles Ernest Scott Loses Valuable 
Property 


IMES readers will remember the remarkable 

story in the Times of March 3, 1928, of how Dr. 
and Mrs. Charles Ernest Scott were miraculously de- 
livered from Chinese bandits who threatened to kill 
them. Dr. Scott is a veteran missionary in China, 
and has for many years been a beloved friend of the 
Times. 

In a recent letter he sends distressing news. ‘Dr. 
Scott writes: “Just recently soldiers squatted in 
one of my principal country chapel plants, badly 
roughhousing it; burned the school and other fur- 
niture and stole my itinerating outfit, which $500 will 
not replace.” 

The Times is glad to share with its readers this 
portion of Dr. Scott’s letter, feeling sure that some 
will gladly uelp to replace the lost outfit. Gifts may 
be sent, with the indication that they are for Dr. 
Scott’s itinerating outfit, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, Heid Building, 13th and Wood Streets, 
Philadelphia. 
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Bringing in New Scholars 


Home Mission Clubs and canvassing by districts 
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By Ethel Laros 
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Se < bring new scholars into the Sunday-school, the 
Intermediate Department of the First U. P. Sun- 
day School of Allegheny (Pittsburgh) organized 
Home Mission Clubs. The church is located in what 
was once a fashionable neighborhood. But now the 
fine old mansions have become lodging houses. The 
smaller and back streets are filled with foreigners 
and Americans who care little or nothing for their 
own souls or those of their children. The section 
where the church is located was divided into districts, 
and a Home Mission Club organized for each district. 


At the present time there are six of these clubs. 


Members of the clubs are assigned to the streets on 
which they live, and are expected to canvass their 


territory thoroughly and invite all the folks who do 


not belong to other Sunday-schools to attend this 
wide-awake, progressive school. One of the most 
consecrated girls in the department lives on a street 
that is only four blocks long, and she has visited every 
family on it. Every boy and girl, man and woman 
who could be interested has been brought into the 
Sunday-school. Now this young girl wishes that her 
street was as long as the longest street in the city. 
And this street, by the way, is several miles long. 

The chairman of another club displayed no little 
courage when, at a class meeting at the close of the 
last semester in the public school, she asked all the 
boys and girls who attended Sunday-school to stand 
up. Then she invited those who remained seated to 
come to the First U. P. Sunday School. This general 
invitation was followed by a personal word with each 
one. Her particular goal is to see that every boy 
and girl in her room at public school attends Sunday- 
school also. n 

Each Sunday morning, the superintendent of the 
Intermediate Department, and several teachers who 
have automobiles, are on hand at the Sunday-school 
room an hour before time for the opening exercises. 
Members of the Home Mission ubs bring the 
names and addresses of the prospects they have secured 
during the week, and automobiles are dispatched to 
“compel them to come in.” 

The new recruits are not counted as members until 
they have attended the school two Sundays. When 
the chairman of a club finds that some one who has 
been brought in does not attend regularly, she again 
gives the name to the superintendent, and an automo- 
bile is sent for the negligent one. 

Some parents appreciate this interest in their chil- 
dren. Others are indifferent. Some are openly antag- 
onistic. When the superintendent stopped at one home, 
the mother said, “I don’t believe in God. I don’t 
care whether my daughter goes to Sunday-school or 
not.” “Do you want your daughter to go to hell 





because you do not believe in God?” the superintend- 
ent asked. The mother had no answer. At another 
home, an aunt leaned out of a second floor window. 
“We have called to take B——~ and M—— to Sunday- 
school.” “Aw,. what do you want to bother with 
them for, they ain’t worth saving,” said the aunt. 
Nevertheless the girls did go to the Sunday-school. 
And there is no doubt that they are “worth saving,” 
= they have become regular and enthusiastic mem- 
rs. 

While these Home Mission Clubs are a special fea- 
ture of the Intermediate Department, their efforts are 
not confined to prospective new members of Inter-. 
mediate age only. During the five months from Sep- 
tember to February, inclusive, 130 new scholars have 
been added to the Sunday-school by this department 
alone. When the first club was organized, about one 
hundred scholars were enrolled in the Intermediate 
Department. They occupied one corner of the main 
auditorium. Soon they encroached upon the space 
allotted to the Senior Department, so they were moved 
into another room. This became too small, and* now 
the department holds its sessions in the Community 
House. It is already a question what will happen 
when this space becomes inadequate. 

The superintendent is a busy Christian physician, 
but he disclaims all credit for the great success of his 
department. “The boys and girls do the work,” he 
says. “All I do is pray, and try to keep them inter- 
ested and enthused... All week long I think about 
ways and means to improve the department. Just go- 
ing to the church Sunday mornings and presiding over 
the department is not enough. I plan and pray about 
the work every day.” The superintendent, and the 
teachers use The Sunday School Times for the lesson 
exposition. Also, they study all the “method” articles. 
Some are adopted outright, others are modified. Some 
of the best plans used to build up the department have 
been suggested by these articles. “Next to prayer,” 
they say, “the Home Mission Clubs have been one of 
the most effective means yet tried for bringing in new 
scholars.” 


PITTSBURGH. 
| ye 


I think we have about a record in our Sunday-school 
for attendance, in the person of Miss Maude Hunt, 
Superintendent of our Primary Department, who has 
not missed, or been late, one Sunday at Sunday-school 
for a period of seventeen years—The Rev. Robert T. 
MacFarlane, Assistant Pastor, First Presbyterian 
Church, Broadway and Twenty-sixth Street, Oakland, 
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i LESSON 4. JULY 22. SAUL’S EARLY MINISTRY 


International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Gal. 1:15-18 
Golden Text.— Straightway in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the Son of God.— Acts 9: 20 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

There’s a work for Jesus 
Ready at your hand; 

*Tis a task the Master 
Just for you has planned. 

Haste to do His bidding, 
Yield Him service true; 

There's a work for Jesus 
None but you can do. 


Work for Jesus, day by day, . 

Serve Him ever, falter never; Christ obey. 

Yield Him service loyal, true. 

There's a work for Jesus none but you can do. 
—Elsie Duncan Yale. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9: 19.—Certain days. These days on this oc- 
casion could not have been many, for the Jews knew 
why Saul had come to Damascus. They must have 
been astounded at the course that events took, and 
their fury must have been quickly excited. With the 
disciples. There is an old proverb that says, “Birds 
of a feather flock together.” A man is known by the 
company he keeps. So also is a boy or girl. The 
Christian naturally gravitates to the society of other 
Christians. It may be pointed out to the pupils that 
friendships that are founded in Christ are the most 
enriching and lasting because their basis in him is 
permanent. E a 

Galatians 1:17 perhaps comes in the middle of this 
verse. 

Verse 20—He proclaimed Jesus. This is the sub- 
stance of all Christian preaching and teaching. Our 
business is not primarily to set forth doctrines and 
crvefls but to proclaim a person. This is not to be- 
litle the importance of doctrines and creeds in their 
proper place. But their object is to help us to under- 
stand the Lord Jesus as far as possible. And their 
enunciation must always be secondary to telling about 
him. It is just this preaching of the Lord Jesus that 
the Holy Spirit delights to use (John 16: 14). 

Verse 21.—Called on this name. That is, the name 
Jesus. See note on 22:16 in last week’s lesson. 

Verse 22.—Proving. The word means to bring to- 
gether. It 2s used of bringing several facts together 
and deducing the logical inference. Thus here: It 
was foretold that the Messiah should do certain 
things; Jesus has done these things; therefore Jesus 
‘is the Messiah. 

Verse 24.—They watched the gates (cf. 2 Cor. 11: 
32). A rather difficult question of chronology arises 
here. Damascus was attached to the Roman province 
of Syria. Damascene coins have been found belonging 
to the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius and again of 
Nero and his successors. But there are no coins ex- 
tant belonging to the reigns of Caligula and Claudius. 
The following circumstances should be noted. There 
was a long war between Aretas, King of Arabia 
Nabatza, and Herod Antipas. It was partly occa- 
sioned by a family quarrel and partly by a frontier 
dispute. Herod was heavily defeated. And as he was 
a great favorite with the Emperor Tiberius he sent 
to Rome for help. Tiberius ordered Vitellius, the 
Governor of Syria, to march against Aretas and take 
him dead cr alive. But while Vitellius was on the 
march, tidings came of the Emperor’s death, March 
16, A. D. 37. As Vitellius had an old grudge against 
Antipas, these tidings were quite sufficient to make 
him halt. Tiberius was succeeded by Caligula. The 
new Emperor made several changes in the East during 
the year 38. And it is probable that Damascus which 
had formerly belonged to the predecessors of Aretas 
was granted to that king. This is probably the true 
chronological explanation. As to the co-operation 
between the Jews and the Governor it would be quite 
natural for the former to apply for official assistance 
in arresting one whom they would represent as an 
agitator. 

Verse 25.—His disciples. This sounds as if Saul 
already had disciples of his own. But the grammar 
is ambiguous. Through the wall. Compare 2 Cor- 
inthmns 11:33. Saul was lowered through the win- 
dow of a house standing on the wall (cf. Josh. 2:15). 

Verse 26.—When he was come to Jerusalem. Gal- 
atians 1:18 tells us that Paul went up on purpose 
to become acquainted with Peter. He would naturally 
desire an opportunity of hearing at first hand the 
history of the events that now meant so much to him. 
Tt was not that he either needed or reseived instruc- 
tion from those who were apostles before him (Gal. 
a:17). But his heart would be powerfully drawn 


Devotional Reading: Rom. 12: 1-8. 
Primary Topic; Paul Begins to Work for Jesus. 
Lesson Material: Acts 9:19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Gal. 
1: 15-18. 
Memory Verse: He proclaimed Jesus that he is the Son 
of God.— Acts: 9: 2o0b. 
Junior Topic: Paul’s First Word for Jesus. 
Lesson _——: Agts g:1gb-30; 11:19-30; 12:25; Gal. 
1: 15-18. 
Memory Verse: I am not ashamed of the gospel,— Rom. 


1:16. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Saul Champions an Unpopular 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Years of Growing Experi- 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts g : 19b-30; 11 : 25, 26 


9:19b And he was certain days with the disciples that 
were at Damascus. 20 And straightway in the synagogues 
he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the Son of God. 21 And all 
that heard him were amazed, and said, Is not this he that 
in Jerusalem made havock of them that called on this 
mame? and he had come hither for this intent, that he 
might bring them bound before the chief priests. 22 But 
Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews that dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is the 
Christ. 

23 And when many days were fulfilled, the Jews took 
counsel together to kill him: 24 but their plot became known 
to Saul. And they watched the gates also day and night 
that they might kill him: 25 but his disciples took him by 
night, and let him down through the wall, lowering him in 
a basket. 

26 And when he was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to 
join himself to the disciples» and they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took 
him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto 
them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he 
had spoken to him, and how at Damascus he had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus. 26 And he was with them 
going in and going out at Jerusalem, 29 preaching boldly 
in the name of the Lord: and he spake and disputed against 
the 1 Grecian Jews; but they were seeking to kill him. 30 
And when the brethren knew it, they brought him down 
to Cesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 

11:25 And he went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul; 26 
and when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that even for a whole year they were 
gathered together “with the church, and taught much people; 
and that the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch. 


1Gr., Hellenists. * Gr., in. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








to those who had been the close companions of the 
Lord while he was on earth. 

Verse 27.—Brought him to the apostles. The only 
other of the apostles whom Paul saw at this time 
was James the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1:19), and he 
was not one of the eleven. 

Verse 28.—He was with them. For fifteen days. 
It is possible that Bargabas and Saul were acquainted 
with each other before this. Cyprus, where Barna- 
bas had property (Acts 4:36, 37), is within a few 
hours’ sail of Cilicia. And Barnabas may have studied 
at Tarsus. 


Verse 29.—Grecian Jews. Paul would address him- 





In a Basket 
By Amos R. Wells 


HEY watched the gates for the going or Saul, 

but forgot that window high in the wall. His 
foes were eager to take him and kill, but Saul’s true 
friends had merciful skill. They found a big basket, 
and long ropes they found, and they lowered the 
preacher safe to the ground. Now when did a 
basket, small or great, ever carry such wonderfub 
freight? For think! in that basket of blessed 
worth rode the apostle of half the earth, rode the 
sermons of splendor and might, rode the Epistles of 
beauty and light, rode the churches of Asia and 
Greece, rode an impulsion that never will cease, 
lifting souls from the barren clod, a power born of 
the Son of God! Steady, ye arms that lower the 
ropes, fo: you hold in your keeping marvelous hopes. 
Courage, friends, for the Lord of all watches over 
his servant, Saul. Sleep, Damascus! You little 
guess that window’s abounding fruitfulness. And 
praise, disciples, the God you adore, for the glorious 
load that basket bore ! 











self to these Jews first, partly because they might be 
expected to be rather more openminded than the Pal- 
estinian Jews, and partly because it was in these syna- 
gogues that he himself had once opposed Stephen. 


Verse 30.—Sent him forth. Compare Galatians 1: 
21. Probably he went by sea from Czsarea to Anti- 
och and from Antioch to Tarsus. There was another 
reason for his departure (22: 17-21). 


Chapter 11:25.—To seek for Saul. Observe the 
beautiful unselfishness of Barnabas. He is a model 
for all Christian workers,—ever putting the work 
first, looking for the best man for the task, and per- 
fectly willing himself to keep in the background. 

Verse 26.—The disciples were called Christians. 
Christian is a remarkable word. It is compounded of 
Hebrew and Greek and Latin (cf. John 19:20), for 
it is a translation of the Hebrew “Messiah.” It is a 
Greek word and yet it is formed on a Latin model. 
It was not employed in New Testament times by 
Christians of themselves.(cf. Acts 26:28; contemptu- 
ously, 1 Pet. 4:16). It was not used by the Jews, 
for they would never have applied the term that means 
followers of the Messiah to those who followed him 
whose Messiahship they denied. The Jews used the 
word Nazarene or Galilean in referring to Christians. 
The name was in all probability given in ridicule and 
derision. The Antiochians were notorious for invent- 
ing derisive epithets. It is cheering to recall how 
the term of ridicule became a title of glory. 


A Lesson Outline 
SauL’s Earty MINISTRY 


1. Enthusiasm. Straightway (9:20) 
2. Experience 

(1) God’s discipline 

(2) The believers’ distrust 

(3) Old associates’ hatred 

(4) Barnabas’ encouragement 

(5) Believers’ help 


Golden Topics 
Pauv’s Past AND PRESENT 


1. The Temple and its sacrifices. Consider their 
new significance for Paul now that he knew to whom 
they all pointed. 


2. With what emotion must he have passed the 
scene of Stephen’s stoning knowing that now he him- 
self was a fellow believer with the man he had helped 
to murder. 


3. He had gone out from Jerusalem the trusted 
agent of the Sanhedrin, with a retinue of horsemen. 
He returned to it a fugitive. 


4. Then think of the alienation from his former 
associates, which to one of Paul’s sympathetic tem- 
perament must have cost a great deal. With this goes 
the further fact that the Christians were naturally 
still suspicious of him. 


5. It is refreshing to dwell on the great-heartedness 
of a man like Barnabas. He always appears in Acts 
as doing some helpful thing either in word or deed. 
We may thankfully trace the Lord’s tender care for 
his much tried servant in the provision of a man 
like Barnabas to vouch for Paul. 


The Practical Aim 


No passengers on the Gospel ship. It is a man of 
war, and every one-on board is a member of the 
crew with definite duties assigned. 


Final Word 


“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest” (John 4: 35). 

“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he Py send forth ‘labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 
9: . 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 


discover the answers as given in the following ir-- °? 
AN one be converted without a violent experience, 
like Saul’s? 


2. When Saul was coriverted, did he have to discard 
those forces of character which he was employing to 
work havoc to the Chureh? 














Lesson for July 22 
’ Acts 9: 196-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 15-18, 


- 3. Why was it necessary for Saul to make a complete 
surrender to Jesus Christ? 


4. To whom did Saul first witness for Christ? 


5. What, to the Jews, was the amazing thing about 
Paul’s first sermon? 

6. What great doctrine did Saul emphasize in the syna- 
gogues in Damascus? 


7. What proofs could he present that Jesus was the 
Son of God? 


8. What additional proofs did he personally have? 


9. In what respect was his treatment similar to that 
of Christ? 


10. When did Paul’s persecution by his own race begin? 


11. What interim was there, apparently, between Paul’s 
preaching in Damascus and his first preaching of Christ 
in Jerusalem? 


12. Im what other cities did Paul preach before begin- 
ning his work as a “foreign” missionary ? 

13. How many times had plots been laid against Paul’s 
life, because of his preaching Christ, before he began 
missionary travels? 


14. Who proved to be Paul’s most faithful ally. in 
those early years of his preaching the Gospel of Christ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


ye 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincrpLe oF CONCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











HE ‘text of Paul’s first sermon, emphasized in 

the Golden Text of the lesson, is not only the 
heart of his early ministry, but of his entire Chris- 
tian witness. If there was one thing he was sure of 
before. his conversion experience it was that Jesus 
was an impostor when he claimed to be the Son 
of God. So there could be nothing more significant 
of the absolute change of front that he manifested 
than his preaching in Damascus the very thing he 
came there to root out. It is not surprising that it 
should seem unbelievable to those who had expected 
to be the victims of his fury for believing that very 
thing. Nor is it surprising that the Jews sought to 
put him to death for proclaiming as a fact that for 
which they were instrumental in putting Jesus him- 
self to death. But Paul was equipped, as Jesus himself 
was, to show from their own Scriptures that the Jews 
were false to their prophets in denying this truth 
which he preached. The effect of this was, of course, 
:to enrage them but the more. But Paul for himself 
had another convincing testimony of the truthfulness 
‘of that which he proclaimed, for it was this: which 
had been revealed to him on the Damascus road. 

There is a wealth of theological doctrine enfolded 
in the simple statement that Jesus is the Son of God, 
but it is more than an envelope of doctrine, it is a 
creed of life eternal to those who believe; as the 
Gospel of John declares, and sets forth the object of 
this Gospel as similar to the object of Paul’s ministry, 
namely, to induce men to believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and believing to obtain life 
through his name. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Salesmanship.—But Saul increased the more 
strength, and confounded the Jews, . . . proving that this 
is the Christ (9: 22). Can you not hcar Saul saying to 
his old associates, “Look here, men, we have all been 
wrong and away off on this new religion. This 
Jesus of Nazareth we executed at Jerusalem a while 
ago was indeed the very promised Messiah we have 
been looking for. I am thoroughly convinced my- 
self and can prove it to you”? We are told in the 
text that as he proceeded with the proving of his 
arguments he gathered strength and his facts gathered 
force. Indeed, the way to get thoroughly convinced 
to the fighting point (“I have fought a good fight”) 
about any good thing is to do a lot of talking and 
proving about it. That is why it is a good thing to 
run an Adult Bible class by a lot of discussion. The 
more voiceful the better. The real Republican or 
Democrat is not the partisan who keeps as silent as 
a clam and just votes, but the fellow who mounts 
the cracker barrel and tells us how to save the coun- 
try! The first thing we know that fellow is out for 
road supervisor, then school director, then legislature, 
and, like as not, increases in strength until we have a 
chance to vote for or against him for Governor. The 
other day I was trying to interest a great silk com- 
pany in a machine I am interested in. The chief 
engineer of the company said with a laugh, “Well, old 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1.—The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22:3, 27, 28 
2, July 8—Saul and. Stephen .......... Acts 7:54 to 8:35 
22:3, 4, 19, 20; 26:4, 5, 9-11; Galatians 1:33, 14 
3- July 15.—The Conversion of Saul 
Acts 9: 1-19a; 22: 6-16; 1 Corinthians 1g :8 
4. July 22—Saul’s Early Ministry 
Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1: 15-18 
5. July 29.—The First Foreign Missionaries ..Acts 13 : 1-§2 
6. August 5.—Paul in a Pagan Country ..... Acts 14: 1-28 
7. August 12—The Council at Jerusalem 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8. ‘August 19.—Paul Carries the Gospel Into Europe 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:18 
9. August. 26.—Paul in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16 : 16-40 
10. September 2.—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts 17: 1-15; Romans 15 : 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
11. September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth ..Acts 17 : 16 
to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 1 Timothy a: 3-7 
12, September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
rt Corinthians 1 to 4 
13. September 23.—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence. (Temperance Lesson.).1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 
14. September j0.—Review: Paul the Missionary. 


_saeemerencene 
coioeeemn 





* 411 


comes. And he will be areal friend, too. The friend 
you select yourself very often turns out —oh, well, 
say wanting. Barnabas was a splendid, big-hearted 
man, and the complement of Saul, possessing the 
qualities Paul lacked. It was Barnabas who excused 
Mark, you remember (Acts 15: 36-39). And as Bar- 
ropes judged, Mark did indeed make good (2 Tim. 
4:11). ' 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are inyited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything. without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iilustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editers, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
eof the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 





fellow, you seem to be pretty well sold on your ma- 
chine.” I certainly am “sold” on the new machine 
in whose excellence I believe, and Saul was equally 
“sold” on the new religion in which he believed. As 
he reasoned and proved he increased in salesmanship. 
As the text puts it, “Increased the more in strength,” 
and sold the Jews, proving his “goods” was the best! 


What Is He After?—They were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he was a disciple (v. 26). Can you 
blame them? He was the foreman of the stoning 
gang that had just done one of the leading Christians 
to. death, He was also one of the chief Sanhedrin 
“halers” of both men and women. Every time some 
notorious enemy of the Christian religion is converted 
there are those whoeshake the head and say, “Let’s 
wait and see.” It would seem that this was the way 
those first Christians thought about Saul. Coming 
back to our political metaphor, we all of us know some 
very intense Republicans and Democrats who suddenly 
changed their parties. When this has happened we 
have wondered what the motive was. “What is he 
after?” is the usual question (Mark 12: 38-40). Years 
ago I was very active in politics, being a lieutenant 
of the county political boss. I suddenly dropped out 
of active politics and turned my attention to things 
religious. When I was in politics I used to go down 
to “The Neck” where the colored folks live, with a 
brass band and caps and capes and coal oil and torches, 
and how we would “pee-rade”’! When I got into 
Sunday-school work I went down to the colored folks 
with my Bible on Saturday nights, gathered a bunch 
of them together, and tried to get the Sunday-school 
lesson to them in such shape that they could go into 
their Sunday-schools the next day and make a fair 
attempt at teaching. Instead of bands and torches 
I gave them Bibles. When the folks uptown learned 
I was doing this and getting the leading colored men 
and women together, with almost one voice they 
asked, “What is he coming out for?” In those days 
politics and religion did not mix worth a cent. 
knew what was in my heart, and I knew what I was 
trying to do, so I just laughed and possessed my soul 
in patience and jogged along. Now Paul seems to 
have done just this same thing. Both of us knew 
in whom we trusted and for whom we were working. 


Down in “The Neck.”—But Barnabas took him, 
and brought him to the apostles (v. 27). Paul was 
more fortunate than I. I had no Barnabas. After 
going down to the colored folks in “The Neck” for 
two years and getting them pretty well started in the 
Sunday-school work, there came to town an “edu- 
cated Negro” —if you know what I mean. He “sized 
me up” as having some “sinister purpose.” Those 
words “sinister purpose” sounded suspicious! As Mr. 
Educated Negro had six days of twenty-four hours 
to work against my one hour on Saturday night, he 
was able to stampede my class. He probably would 
not have done it had my best helper, the minister in 
whose church we met, not been transferred by his 
bishop to another charge. I found if we expected to 
get anywhere with our colored population we must 
begin with the children, so in association with Mrs. 
Charles L. Huston we have had for. some years a 
kindergarten down there. This kindergarten is con- 
ducted by a devoted white teacher, Miss Harriet 
Binder. It has been a great success. The alderman 
says of the many colored folks brought before him 
that there has never been one of Miss Binder’s “gradu- 
ates.” (See: Prov. 22:6.) Yes, Paul was happy in 
having Barnabas to look out for him. I had not been 
doing any jail halings or stoning bees, so the Lord did 
not think I needed a Basnabas. He did, however, send 
me a “Binder” in Miss Harriet — and it is a bond that 
has held for many a day! Every one ought to know 
that when work for the Master is engaged in the 
right friend will be raised up when the time of need 


For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the optional Christmas lesson, Luke 
2:8-20, instead of on the -lesson, “Paul’s Last 

Message.” 


If Our Past Is Bad.—All that heard him were 
amased, and said, Is not this he that in Jerusalem 
made havoc of them that called on this name? (9: 
21). God will enrich the future to atone for the lost 
opportunities of the past. He will restore the years 
that the locust has eatgn. “You can never be again 
what you were,” said one saddened friend to a boy 
who had slipped. “No,” said another friend, “but 
you can now be what you never were.”—From Robert 
E. Speer. Sent by Ethel Laros, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Holding On.—His disciples took him by night, and 
let him down through the wall, lowering him in a 
basket (v. 25). A Christian worker who served in 
Egypt during the World War. told about a soldier's 
dogged faith in the following striking incident: ‘We 
had another gem here recently belonging to the balloon 
section. For five days the Turks kept up a constant 
fire at the balloon but never hit it. He (the gem) 
was on the ground holding on to a rope and on to 
God. After firing had ceased (he is a sergeant) he 
said, ‘Now boys, let us return thanks to almighty 
God for sparing our lives.’ There and then one 
hundred of them with uncovered heads bowed as he 
thanked God for the deliverance. There were Roman 
Catholics and all sorts, but we were told it had a 
great effect upon them all.” There is usually a rope 
we must hold on to, and always there is a God to 
hold on to. Whatever human situation or obligation 
confronts us is the rope; and if God has put us there 
he wants us to stay there with the same dogged faith 
as was shown by that sergeant. And as we hold on 
to God, he holds on to us—and his hold is un- 
breakable-—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
J. A, Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


The Normal Church.—A whole year they were 
gathered together with the church, and taught much 
people (11:26). When one time the Moody Church 
was on fire, a. student in the Institute building, ad- 
jacent, attempted to awaken her roommate. “Get up,” 
she said, “the Moody Churchis on fire.” “That’s 
nothing,” said the drowsy student, “it’s always on 
fire.” It is the testimony every church should com- 
mand.—From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by Mrs. 
W. H. Sim, Holstein, Ont., Can. 


If He Is Not the Son of God.—Straightway in the 
synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the Son 
of God (Golden Text). A lady who had a great ad- 
miration for “the beautiful sayings of Christ” said 
that Christ was only a good man. She was asked 
to go home and read through John’s Gospel, and cross 
out every word that intimated he was divine. She 
came back at the end of a week to the servant of 
Christ, who asked how she had gotten along. “I did 
not get along at all. The truth is, I found I had to 
cross out the whole of the first chapter, and I began 
to think, ‘If it is like this, what will become of the 
beautiful promises and sayings?’ So I stopped, and 
cried, ‘Lord, I see it is so! I accept thee as the Son 
of God, my Lord and my God. ”—From Prophetic 
News. Sent by Gene Hay, Santa Barbara, Cal. 


When Should the Candle Shine ?—Straightway in 
the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the 
Son of God (Golden Text). Hudson Taylor relates 
that a Chinese pastor, meeting a convert, asked hjm 
if it was true that he had known the Lord for three 
months. The reply was, “Yes, it is blessedly true.” 
“And how many souls have you won for Jesus?” 
“Ohf’ he said, “I am only a learner and never 
possessed a New Testament until yesterday.” “Do 
you use candies in your home?” “Yes.” “Do 
you expect the candle to shine when it is lit or when 
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it is burned halfway down?” “No, as 
soon as it is lit.” The man saw the 
point, and within six months several 


of his neigkbors had received the light. 
—From King’s Business. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Billy Bray’s Joy.—Straightway in the 
synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he 
is the Son of God (Golden Text). Billy 
Bray was a quaint Cornish Methodist 
preacher. He was always shouting out 
“Glory to God” in meetings he attended. 
He used to tell his congregations: “If 
they were to put me in a barrel, I’d shout 
‘Glory to God’ through the bunghole.” 
—Sent by Dr. Charles W. Anderson, 
Dardanelle, Ark, 

. 4 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thy miracle work in the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus. Even as thou 
didst call him to turn back from his evil 
course, so thou art calling sinners today ‘to 
new life in thyself. May we who have al- 
ready answered thy loving call obediently 
testify to what thou hast done for us, by 
ready and abundant and courageous service 
for thee. May we be “doers of the word, 
and not hearers only’! In faithful believing 
may we find joy and power, and in faithful 
service may we show forth him in whom we 
trust. In thy dear name. Amen. : 

After the Lesson.—Saul of Tarsus 
heading wrong! Saul of Tarsus turned 
right-about-face and heading in the right 
way! That’s the picture of the last 
lesson, and today’s. And do you notice 
the word that tells how he began to 
preach? Yes, straightway! Saul, once 
the persecutor, but now Saul the preacher 
of Christ, gets to work without any loss 
of time. How his heart must have 
longed to pour out its message, after 
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what had been done for him! But stop 
amoment. The same thing has been done 
for every sinner who becomes a new 


man in Christ Jesus. Do we half appre- 
ciate that? Is your service for Christ. of 
the straightway, eager, swift, loving, 
thankful sort?. Oh, what dull, slow 
friends of Jesus we are! Let’s ask him 
to quicken us into living, flaming, eager 
witnesses for him henceforth. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tell It Everywhere You Go.” 

“Jesus, and Shall It Ever Be.” 

*“O Jesus, Thou Art Standing.” 

“Come, Ye Disconsolate.’” 

“IT Have a Saviour.” 

“Saved by the Blood.” 

“The Story of Love.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published’ by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“All His Benefits” (231 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116 : 12-19. 
“Redeemed, Redeemed” (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 71 : 1-5, 14-18, 23, 24. 
“His Wonders I Will Tell” (161: 1, 3). 
Psalm: 77:13, 11, 12 
“Near to My Saviour” (159 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 23-23, 28. 
He 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 9: 19b-30; I1: 19-30; 12: 

25; Galatians 1:15-18. These pas- 
sages give the story thread of Saul’s 
early Christian life. After the children 
have told you about the life of Saul be- 
fore Jesus spoke to him, talk with them 
about Saul’s stay in Damascus. Ask the 
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felt when they saw the man who was 
once their enemy coming to their homes. 
It may be that Ananias, who brought 
Saul a message from the Lord, went 
with him and told the people of the great 
change that had come into Saul’s life, so 
that they need not be afraid, since he 
loved the Lord Jesus himself now and 
would not harm them any more. We 
know the Christians were glad that Saul 
had learned to love Jesus and his fol- 
lowers. 

But there were other people to whom 
Saul wanted to tell the Good News. 
Some of the Jews in Damascus did not 
love the Saviour. They said he was a 
bad man, and that all who believed on 
him should be destroyed, just as Saul 
thought once. So on *he Sabbath Day 
he went to the synagogue to tell these 
people that they were mistaken. This 
is the great truth that he wanted them to 
believe in their hearts about Jesus: “He 
is the Son of God.” Have the children 
repeat the words with you, and ask them 
how Saul knew this. Tell them that they 
may never see a great vision of Jesus in 
his glory or hear a loud voice from 
Heaven as Saul did, but that Jesus will 
speak to their hearts, if they believe in 
him and love him, and that even a little 
child may know as truly as Saul did that 
“Jesus is the Son of God.” 

The people in the synagogue were just 
as much surprised as the Christians had 
been to hear Saul speak so lovingly of 
the Lord Jesus, and they asked if he 
were not the man who had once destroyed 
the Christians. 

Saul did not go back to Jerusalem as 
soon as he had expected~ when he left 
there. Perhaps he wanted to be alone, 
so that he could pray to God and learn 
more about Jesus. He went down into 
a lonely, desert country, and stayed a 
while; then went back to Damascus and 
tried to show the Jews there that Jesus 
is the Saviour that God had promised 
to send into the world. The Jews did 
not want to believe Saul’s message, and 
they began to make plans to kill him. 
Damascus was a walled city, and they 
watched the gates of the city day and 
night, so that they could catch him and 
kill him if he tried to leave. Perhaps 
the children can tell about his friends 
letting him down the wall in a basket. 

When Saul went back to Jerusalem, the 
Christians were afraid of him, but Bar- 
nabas had heard about the Lord’s speak- 
ing to him, and how he had preached 
Christ to the people of Damascus, and 
Barnabas told the disciples all about it, 


and after that Saul went in and out with 

the men whom he had once persecuted. 
But there were enemies of the Lord 

Jesus in Jerusalem, who tried to kill Saul. 

His friends helped him to get away from 

Jerusalem, and he went to Tarsus, where 

he had lived when he was a little boy. 
Sing “More About Jesus.” 


CuiinTon, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is ‘Taught This Week 
1. Right-about-face. 
a Doing the next job. 
3. A man’s foes. 











“ATOT Saul of Tarsus! Preaching 

our Christ? Here, in Damascus? 
I can hardly believe in his sincerity! 
What has he to say about his constant 
persecution of all of us of the Way up to 
that hour when he claims he met cur 
Lord, on the road? How can we dare 
to trust him among us?” 

So the comments must have run, among 
the believers in Jesus, in Damascus, 
when that young Jewish rabbi, who had 
so relentlessly hounded down every such 
believer, began to preach the very Christ 
he had been denying with all the vigor 
of his vigorous youth. And so they will 
run when some one of your young girls 
makes a right-about-face for Christ in 
her own life, turning from idle indiffer- 
ence or loud opposition to all personal 
religion to earnest obedience to the faith. 
Nothing is more certain than that any 
marked change in her way of living will 
bring sharp criticism and even open de- 
rision from both those “deserted” and 
those of the newly sought company. 
There are not many words describing 
greater courage than those of our Golden 
Text for this week: “Straightway in the 
synagogues he [Saul] proclaimed Jesus, 
that he is the Son of God.” Be sure you 
bring together in the minds of your girls 
this verse and the first and second (in 
this same chapter) -as closely as they 
actually were in Saul’s experience. There 
could not be a more startling ‘right-about- 
face. 

2. And this courage was proved in 
Saul’s attempt to preach his new-found 
Saviour right there in Damascus, in- 
stead of going far away to some place 
where Saul the persecutor had never been 











children how they think these Christians 





AS thou shalt countess with thy mouth Jesu 
as Lord,and shalt believe in Hes fede that 
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 


7 saved.” 
Rom. 10:9 
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heard of. The hardest place for your 
girl to live her new faith in Jesus is in 
her own home, among her own “set” at 
school, or in her shop, office, factory, or 
community. What could have so proved 
the sincerity of Saul’s conversion as this 
doing of the next job, preaching right 
where he had intended to bind men and wo- 
men to prison for their faith in this same 
Jesus he was now proclaiming? If your 
girl can live her faith with her own 
mother, brother, teacher, chum, “boss,” 
“dates,” she has given proof of its depth 
and sincerity. 

3. And that girl of yours will find just 
what Saul, the young Tarsian, found. 
His foes in his new life were those of 
his own people whom he had now to 
seek to win to his new faith, and — much 
harder to bear — those of that faith who 
could not believe in the miracle of his 
conversion. “And all that heard him were 
amazed, and said [with incredible accents 
we can hear as we read the words], Is 
not this he that in Jerusalem made havoc 
of them that called on this name? and 
he had come hither for this intent. 
And ... the Jews took counsel together 
to kill him . . . but his disciples took 
him by night” (Acts 9: 21-25). Your 
Frances, your Mary, will find her hard 
critics, like Saul’s, in her efforts to live 
and practice her new love for the Lord 
Jesus. Teacher, see to it that she also 
finds, in you and at least an understanding 
few, some who will stand by, to help her 
by believing in her, even as Saul evidently 
had made a few firm “disciples” (to save 
his life from those threatening Jews) 
by his first eager attempts to preach 
Christ in Damascus. 


Home Study 


Read of Saul’s next attempt to preach 
Christ, in Acts 9 : 26-30; and the third 


19-26. 
Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 

Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Whipped by the wind. 
Discussion:. Name some of the tests a 


young Christian has to meet. 
Objective: Overcoming. 


AY, fellows, you see that sapling 

whipped by the wind? It bends and 
sways. Its frail limbs blend like the 
hairs of a horse’s-tail. It bows low to 
the ground. But it does not break. In 
the quiet, after the storm has passed, it 
stands straight up again, a little taller, 
and its roots have taken firmer hold in 
the ground. It will be a bigger, better 
tree one day because it weathered the 
early testing. 

That sapling makes me think of Saul’s 
early ministry. How he was whipped 
by the wind of doubting skeptics, ac- 
cursers, murderous enemies, and every 
pestiferotis, buffeting device the Devil 
could employ! But Saul stood fast. He 
was a thoroughbred. He had staked his 
all on the promise of his Lord, with 
“all power in heaven and in earth” to go 
with him, “even unto the end of the 
world,” and Jesus did not fail him. 

Now, fellows, every fellow who takes a 
stand for Christ has to brace himself 
for that first testing. His experience will 
be much like Saul’s—though perhaps 
in different form. The moment he defi- 
nitely commits himself to a Christian 
_program, he becomes a mark for Satan’s 
most vicious assaults. You might as well 
expect this and prepare to meet it. The 
Devil loads his quiver with arrows tipped 
with fire, 4nd shoots them at you from 
every angle. Paul wrote to the Ephe- 
sians very clearly about this testing, and 
showed them in minute detail how to arm 
themselves for the conflict. “For,” said 
he, “ours is not a conflict with mere 
flesh and blood, but with . . . the forces 
that control and govern this dark world 
—the spiritual hosts of evil arrayed 
against us in the heavenly warfare. 
Therefore put on the complete armor of 
God, so that you may be able to stand 
your ground on the day of battle, and, 
having fought to the end, to remain vic- 





tors on the field. Stand therefore, first 





(in recorded Scripture) in Acts 11: ~ 















Lesson for July 22 
Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 15-18 
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ve goes out into the chill wind and rain, he | 10). “I persecuted this way unto the death, swer, and grandmother stopped for a| the house, but Ruby sank | down to the 
fe ; binding and delivering into prisons both moment as if she were thinking. floor crying and sobbing, O my Buddy 
6 men and women” (Acts 22:4). “And| .“Ruby, why did mother ask you to| will be killed, my Buddy will be killed!” 
ng when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was | piece the quilt?” Then all at once Ruby remembered 
a Little Jetts Teach the Lesson shed. agg > by, —_ a “So I'd have a quilt like the one she |.t':e talk with grandmother a while before. 
$ a6). urely such repeate i irl.” o i i i 
tly By Wade C. Smith nas cane tak tank tek wee Sas Loot gaa she was a little girl,” re-| The little girl turned and knelt beside 
ive or of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bibl » | of such testimony for their faith on the “ as one of the kitchen chairs and bowed 
at Auth ng Bible Stories patt of the Chvtaiens elm: be bed oo Wouldn’t it be better for you to buy | her head just as she did at.night beside 
ut secuted “to the death,” and that he had it | 2 quilt that, some one else had made?” | her bed and said, 
a . in mind as he pursued others for the same continued grandmother. ; “O God, please, please keep that mule 
~— Ss EARLY SZINISTRY purpose. ‘Well, mother wanted me to sew it.” from killing my brother. Oh, please 
e- 8. “I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou “Did she want you to learn to sew?” | don’t let Buddy be killed.” Over and 
ach ; persecutest” were the words of Christ. Thus “Yes, grandmother.” over she prayed that prayer. After what 
ird Christ identified himself with his true be- “Then weren’t you asking God to spoil | seemed a very long time she could hear 
11:3 exes as persecuted when they were per-| mother’s plan to teach you something | Buddy crying, and she went to the door 
chats So ee en very useful ?” ? to see father coming with Buddy in his 
A sy 9. Paul adds the hour of the day (Acts/ “I ’spose so, grandmother,” said Ruby | arms, while grandmother and mother 
cts 9:19. = alex ltaae Neues ae R oat i. very faintly. And then after’ a moment | were hurrying on ahead. 
34g-t83 ; tat tees words were in the He. | She added, “But grandmother, God doesn’t It was hours afterward when all the 
brew tongue (26: 14); that those who were | €Vel_ answer my prayers, though. confusion was over. The doctor had 
with him saw the light and heard the sound What other prayer didn’t he answer, | finished setting Buddy’s broken arm and 
but not the words of Jesus (22:10); and| dear?” asked grandmother gently. was telling mother and father just what 
that Damascus was not the only “foreign” |. “It’s one I’ve been praying ever since | to do for Buddy in the night. Ruby 
- pia o Saul had 7 to persecute | our baby came. She’s so much nicer than | slipped into the rocking-chair beside 
ose of this way (26: 11). my doll, that I want mother to let me | grandmother and said, very softly, 
10. To turn about. take her to play with. I just want to “God does hear little girls’ prayers, for 
11. “Repentance unto life is a saving | borrow her for a little while, but mother I asked him to keep the mule from kill- 
arene, Seger a oS 8 due seat | never will let me. My doll can’t move,| ing Buddy. And God heard me, and 
me isn’ i idn’ i 
ing of God in Christ, doth with grief and hatred — isn’t = — ‘~ baby. | —— = ; get killed. O grandmother, 
on. | for his ~ — —_ it unto God with full bed 5 ‘tious = = el 4 roe | of Ee = s 
purpose of and endeavor after bedi- | =“ very it wou GIN, ILL. 
= ence.” — eo ae could be alive like the baby, 
In 12. - Obedience, even in the face of rec- - _— I = my prayers I asked God 
1 ogniz anger, and a true Christian lo ‘oO make her alive. i 
, it for “enemies.” Note his “Brother Saul,” Grandmother put her hand quickly to The Young People s 
ler, twice recorded. her mouth, but she looked at the troubled Pp M ti 
fom ‘ 13. *S (see Eph. 1:17, 18; Rev. 3: 20; = girl without even a twinkle of a rayer- ee ing 
cts 1:8). smile. 
the 14. “Therefore they that were scattered | “But _grandmother,” went on Ruby, “I By John W. Lane, Jr. 
abroad went every where preaching the | know God couldn’t have heard me, for 
ul’s word” (Acts 8: 4). I asked him over and over every night. ee . : 
— P js He became an earnest preacher, and | And in the morning when I rushed to see sing ee Immigrant Neigh- 
ib efender of the faith he had once destroyed. 1 j ; Aa eee : 
ery And the other side, losing one of its chief doll “| ; peik wT ak yekingh 2: eS ae eee. serene Teh 
evil champions, ceased its persecutions for a] |ittle girls.” _ lowing the Crowd. Acts 5 : 27-29. (Con- 
a while (Acts 9: 30, 31) little girls. : secration meeting.) 
le , ° “Ruby, did you ever watch your mother | August 12, True and False Standards of Suc- 
his care for the baby ?” : cess. Matt. 7: 1-5; Josh. 1:8. 
vith Chi 1 d “Yes, grandmother, lots of times.” ~~ i as ey Sa ie Y Newspapers 
ZO llidren “Do you think that you could do for a a ™ 
the at Home your doll, if God made it a live baby, all iil, 
that she does for the baby? Where 
esa would you get the clothes for it, and - Sunday, July 22 
self Ruby’s Pra who would get up and take care of it Keeping Fit — Physically, Mentally, 
will ma + eer at night if it cried?” Spiritually 
aps By C. B. Bowman tot grandmother, tT never thought (1 Tim. 4: 8; 2 Tim. 1: 7; 3 John 2) 
en- ut having to take care of it. ess 
tian “TEAR, oh dear, oh dear!” said Ruby, | God knew Tadd do that,” said Ruby. Mon.—K h (P : 
an’s with each word a little more sor- “You see, little girl, sometimes we ask Toe. ~Value ae te io 2 24 
“se rowful than the one before. She pulled | for things that God knows we shouldn't ” 9). Aig 
e and twisted at the needle which squeaked | have, for he knows all about us. Then|]| Wed.—A balanced mind (Eph. 6 : 17-21). 
ped and stuck and refused to come through |‘of course he cannot answer us the way || Thurs.—A mind alert (Prov. 1 : 1-9). 
rom the cloth. The more she pulled and| we want him to do. But when we can’t || Fri—Spiritual growth (Luke 2 : 40-52). 
she- twisted the more her hot little hands| have our own way we must remember || S&*—DPaily renewal (2 Cor. 4 : 16-18). 
a perepired,_ = the damper and stickier | that God is saying ‘no’ to our prayer, and 
i e threa came, that is an answer. Wha: les 
said “Oh_ dear, why do I have to piece} “But, Ruby, God has given you so| y os peeaslenes Ae Bvteocong 7 
nere blocks?” Squeak! Squeak! went the | many things, such a good home here on et. te ae oe 
rces needle. the farm, and such a loving mother and MAN once said, “I have not the 
orld “Oh dear, why is it so hot?” Down| father, and brother and baby sister, that time or room in my life for Christ! 
yed Ruby’s troubled little face ran streams|I think you should pray for things for; If it were not so fuil! You don’t know 
are. of perspiration. other people instead of for yourself.” how hard I work from morning to night. 
“er J : peop’ y 
! = _ “Oh dear, I don t believe God hears “How do you mean, grandmother?” | When have I time, where have I room 
and l little girls’ prayers!” Two big tears| asked Ruby. for Christ in such a life as mine?” We 
and, * ¥ rolied down and dropped on the damp “Well, there is old Mrs. Keefer, who| are shocked perhaps at the frankness of 
zie vs. 6427 = little quilt pieces that Ruby was trying | hasn’t been very well lately. Couldn’t| this man’s statement, and yet there are 
r so hard to sew together. you ask God to help her to get well?” many lives today of which this is taue, 
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| although the admission might not be so 
readily made. Phillips Brooks once said 
that an engine might as well say it had 
no room for steam, or a tree say that it 
had no room for sap as for a man to 
say he had no room in his life for Christ. 
Christ is not something added to life, he 
is Life itself, and without him we are 
dead. 
ye 


Our topic this week directs our thought 
to maintaining the Christian life, to 
“keeping fit” physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. The topic itself suggests the 
great truth that man is a trinity, body, 
soul (or mind), and spirit. Some one 
has likened this trinity to a triangle, the 
apex of which is spirit and the two angles 
at the base the soul (or mind) and body. 
This at least gives us the proper balance 
of this three-part nature, for according 
to God’s plan the spirit must be upper- 
most and mind and body subservient if 
man is to “keep fit” in God’s eyes. 

we 


In the physical world, when we think 
of keeping fit, we usually consider three 
principal facts, — food, exercise, and rest. 
These factors are equally important when 
applied in the realm of mind and of the 
spirit. We know from our schooling that 
to keep our minds fit we must feed them 
on substantial and good food. If fed 
upon trash or vicious matter the mind 
becomes weak or evil. We know, too, 
that there must be a certain amount of 
exercise if our minds are to develop nor- 
mally, and so we find real enjoyment in 
tests for the ‘mind and doing those things 
that call for quick, accurate, and con- 
centrated thinking. There must also be 
rest. We have all seen or heard-of those 
who drove their minds to such a point 
that brain fever or nervous prostration 
set in. 

ye 


But why are we so reluctant to apply 
these simple principles to the realm of 
the spirit? We seem to think that, as 
Christians, we do not need to feed our 
spirits. We look upon Bible reading and 
meditation upon the Word as only for 
the especially devout or religious, and 
what little Bible reading we do is hurried 
through as through an unpleasant duty. 
When it comes to prayer, we are content 
to limit it to the mere asking of things 
that we cannot get any other way. That 
prayer or faith or testings are real exer- 
cises whereby our spirits may grow never 
seems to occur to us. How few of us 
k 1ow what it means to “rest in the Lord,” 
to renew our spiritual strength and fresh- 
ness at his never failing supply. As a 
consequence many of us remain babes in 
Christ, never able to eat “strong meat” 
(Heb. 5: 11-14). We are not “strong in 
the Lord” and cannot be used by him to 
win others for Christ. 


#8 


The three departments or divisions of 
our nature do not each stand alone. They 
are interrelated in a very remarkable way. 
To develop the body, and leave the mind 
and spirit undeveloped makes us ab- 
normal. More than this, our bodies can- 
not reach their truest efficiency unless 
our mind and spirit have their proper 
development. The physical machine needs 
the intelligence of the mind and the con- 
trol of the spirit to bring it into the 
greatest usefulness. 

It is equally true that the mind, de- 
veloped at the expense of the spirit and 
body, results in an abnormal man. 
weak body is a great handicap to a bril- 
liant mind, and a dwarfed spirit deprives 
the mind of that great balance wheel of 
control that guards it against develop- 
ment along unhealthy lines when it should 
be in subjection to the mind of Christ. 

So, also, it is possible wrongfully to 
neglect the body and the mind for the 
development of the spiritual life. Most 
of us do not need to be cautioned here, 
for our tendency is usually the opposite, 
but occasionally we see those who have 
neglected their bodies to the point that 
they are unable to carry out God’s will 
as revealed through their spiritual - life. 
They become just as inefficient in service 
for him as if the spiritual life itself had 
been neglected. Those about to enter into 








full time Christian work have sometimes 
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been known to belittle the training of 
the mind, feeling that their whole time 
must be devoted to the training of thie 
spiritual life, to Bible study, and prayer, 
and the like. God often uses those wh» 
are deficient in their mental training, bu: 
if he gives us the opportunity to impreve 
our minds he expects us to make the best 
use of such opportunities that our spir- 
itual life may have all the advan.azes 
that come from a clear-thinking, well- 
trained mind. 


$8 

What is true of training in the deve.up- 
ment of our threefold nature is also true 
with regard to abuses. All three division, 
are affected by the abuse in any one. 
Hence the importance of not taking in o 
our bodies anything that will becloud the 
mind or will drawf or enfeeble the spirit, 
and the importance of keeping our minds 
clean from that which would affect the 
body and spirit. 


Let us emphasize again the principle 
stated in the beginning that the spirit, 
that God-given part of our nature that 
comes only with the second birth as we 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith 
as our Saviour, is, in the normal Chris- 
tian, the uppermost and controlling factor. 
The body must be kept under (1 Cor. 9: 
27), the mind must be submissive to the 
control of the spirit, not that the spirit 
may be developed at the expense of the 
others, but that this part of our being, 
through which God speaks to us, may 
direct and inspire the highest and best 
development ‘of the other two parts. 
Hence God says to us, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” The kingdom of God can only be 
sought through the spirit, and when our 
minds and bodies are. sensitively attuned 
to the control of the spirit, then shall we 
be led to choose aright that which is for 
the best good and to refuse that which 
would harm or hinder. 

Shall we not therefore put first things 
first and ask God to show us, day by 
day, how he wants to keep us fit as we 
vield to him all our members as those 
that are alive from the dead- (Rom. 6: 
13). 

ye 


What phase of my nature is getting the 
most attention and development? 


Am I willing to let Christ show me 
how to grow up in him to full stature? 
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_me a song?’ 


Lesson for July 22 


Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 1g-18, 





[ Letters from Readers 








To the Editor: I have a friend with 
whom I have kept in intimate touch for 
some twenty years or more, who has been 
an invalid at Saranac and in California. 
She had a sweet voice and was well known 
as a soloist in sacred music. An older sis- 
ter, a Bible teacher trained at Northfield 
who died nineteen years ago, was a valued 
adjutant in Dwight L. Moody’s forces in 
his New England Gospel extension work 
in the Berkshires; later she became the 
zealous Bible teacher of my oldest children 
in Baltimore. 

I like to recall the circumstances of our 
first meeting, which, as we realize sooner 
or later with all our spiritual blessings, was 
not as accidental as it seem the time. 
One fall, some twenty-five or more years 
ago, I was paddling down the Connecticut 
River from White River Junction on a 
canoe trip with my then young nephew How- 
ard Boulton in the bow. We reached North- 
field in the late afternoon and climbed up 
the river bank and went to the hotel which 
still remained open for a few lingering 
guests; among them was Campbell Morgan, 
who held a brief service at the morning 
prayer. He spoke, as I recall, bn the Sev- 
enty-third Psalm-and drew attention to the 
man, first, so busied with himself, so,com- 
plaining, and at loss about the whole moral 
order of God’s universe, questioning the 
real rightness cf things, then, in despair, 
abandoning self and leoking away to God 
when, lo, all is transformed. 

Our stanch old friend George C. Steb- 
bins was also there, resting after his sum- 
mer’s labors leading the singing; it was 
then he asked me to see Miss K. G., who, 
like many of our good, trusting, but not 
always discriminating Christian people, was 
in the hands of a conscienceless quack while 
in urgent need Of an Cperation. This was 


’ the beginning ot the years of happy associa- 


tion and service referred to, which later 
brought me into touch with her sister. _ 
All this is introductory to a beautiful 


: prose poem I extract from a letter just 


received from Miss in California. 
My thought in publishing it is to emphasize 
the fact that we do not make enough of our 
Father’s thrilling appeals to us through the 
voices of nature. Surely no theater, no 
movie, no artificial, city-born, man-made 
pleasures could equal the joy given my 
musical friend by the exquisite flood of 
melody of the Heaven-sent messenger who 
called to leave an imperishable memory of 
a beauty which, as it is cherished, “will 
never fade but shall go on increasing.” 

I think that if we more generally heeded 
such messages with hearts attuned to our 
Father’s ways of speaking through his cre- 
ated servants in nature, we should cherish 
more as a precious heritage the lives of 
animals, trees, and flowers, and the babbling 
brooks once full of sportive gay life as they 
poured down their crystal waters river- and 
seaward. 

I quote verbatim as my friend wrote 
currente calamo.—Howard A. Kelly. 


The letter from Dr. Kelly’s, friend fol- 
lows. 

“I, too, have been ‘seeing things’ right 
here from my bedroom window which faces 
south. There is a little, old, neglected, bare 
peach tree (save for some tiny pink buds 
peeping out), by a high wire fence (with 
posts), near my window where sparrows 
come, and by scattering crumbs to them 
other birds like the linnets come. On May first 
(Katherine’s anniversary — nineteen years 
since her departure), I saw on the ground 
before me a gorgeous oriole feeding. I 
ventured to call to it in sweet tones (as I 
had to the linnets). It seemed absolutely 
unafraid, to my great astonishment, and 
suddenly flew to the top wire of ‘the fence, 
facing me. (How my heart fluttered!). I 
kept on in rather sustained tones in praise 
of his beauty and coaxingly asked him, 
*‘Won’t you sing to me? Won't you sing 
Suddenly he burst forth in a 
glorious melodious song of praise, all the 
while singing right to me! He stopped, still 
standing, a few feet away, facing me (was 
he waiting for applause, I wondered). So 
I said to him very sweetly, ‘Oh, that was a 
beautiful song! . Won’t you.sing to me 


again?’ He gratified by request and sang 
an encore! It was.simply marvelous. Un- 
believable! Then he flew from tree to tree 


around the neighborhood, singing most joy- 
ously as if to burst his little throat, made a 
perfect circle, singing all the while, and 
came back lighting on the same spot in front 
of me and sang to me once more. It was 
like God speaking from Heaven, ‘I will not 
leave you comfortless.’ 

“This wonderful experience came in the 
morning of May first. 

“In the evening, a mocking bird came to 
my kitchenette window, where I was stand- 
ing, and burst forth in his glorious notes. 

“A little later in the evening my atten- 
tion was called to the heavens, where I was 





held spelfhound by an unusual cloud effect 
—a_ perfect profile in purple silhouette 
clouds of Katrina, which remained (in 
bust form) for over ten minutes, absolutely 
stationary from her shoulders vast purple 
and white wings spread cleargacrpss the 
heavens. She was at first facing west, 
then slowly and very gradually the head 
turned, looking southeast. This heavenly 
picture was painted on a background of 
pearl! Long after the moon arose, the im- 
pression of where her head was outlined 
so perfectly could still be seen, and the 
vast wings remained without another cloud 
anywhere to be seen on high! Ah, yes, God 
was speaking to me again.” 





To the Editor: I have just read with 
great delight “The Life Story of C. I. Sco- 
field,” as told by Mr. Charles G. Trumbull 
(Oxford University Press, 35 West Thirty- 
second Street, New York City, $2). The 
reading recalled some personal experiences. 
In the autumn of 1888 I matriculated as a 
college student in St. Louis, Mo. Within 
a short time I affiliated with the Central 
Branch Y. M. C. A., of which Mr. Thomas M. 
McPheeters was President, and Mr. George 
T. Coxhead the General Secretary. Sunday 
afternoon meetings for young men were 
held. At one of these meetings Mr. Mc- 
Pheeters introduced Mr. Scofield as the 
speaker for the afternoon. Ido not recall 
a word of the address, but what made a 
lasting impression on my mind was the state- 
ment of Mr. McPheeters that the speaker 
of the afternoon was a converted unbeliever, 
a lawyer by profession. Not until reading 
the biographical sketch of Dr. Scofield, 
written by Mr. Trumbull, did I learn that it 
was Mr. T. S. McPheeters who won Sco- 
field to Christ. On three subsequent occa- 
sions did I hear Dr. Scofield: in April, 1897, 
when he gave a series of addresses on the Holy 
Spirit before the International Y. M. C. A. 
Convention in Mobile, at which time I took 
ample notes of his addresses; later at a Bible 
conference in Wisconsin, where I had the 
pleasure of meeting Dr. Scofield, and was 
favorably impressed by his genial personal- 
ity ; and then in February, 1914, I heard him 
on the platform of the Prophetic Conference 
in Chicago. I recall how some of the re- 
porters of the Chicago papers ridiculed the 
statement of Dr. Scofield relative to war, 
saying that Dr. Scofield was clearly mis- 
taken, for never again would two first-class 
nations fight each other. Five months later 
the World War began.—C. F. Geiger, Ray- 
mond, S. D. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your letters) in The 
Sunday School Times from week to week have 
been such a blessing; that I am writing feel- 
ing certain you can help me. For some time 
sister and I, by faith, have acted upon God’s 
promise in Matthew 18:19, “Again I say unto 
you, That if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 


shall be done for them of my Father which is’ 


in heaven.” Although I go to business in 
New York and sister is at home in Brooklyn, 
we have agreed on certain hours for prayer, 
for our church, unsaved loved ones, my Sun- 
day-school class, and other things. which 
the Lord has laid upon our hearts. As the 
clocks may be different we cannot always 
tell whether we are together at these hours. 
Is this necessary or is simply being agreed 
enough? 
at certain hours, would our prayers be effec- 
tive? 

What is meant by praying in the Spirit? 
Is it asking the 
begin? At prayer service if you have a 
desire to pray, how can you be'certain it is 
the Spirit leading and not self? 
to do more, but don’t know exactly where or 
how to begin. Have always been of a timid 
and retiring’ disposition and jt isn’t easy for 
me to speak to others—seem to be able to 
write more than I can say. Have a Sunday- 
school class of young girls; ages 14 to 17, and 
my longing is that they may know the Lord 
as their own personal Saviour. The burden of 
my heart is that they may really know him, 
and not simply know about him, that Christ 
may so live in me that others may see him 
and learn to love him.—A LONGING ONE. 


EAR “LONGING ONE”: We must 
always remember, God understands 
beyond the human, and sees your heart 
and your sister’s, and accepts the homage 


If we @ere together in one room | 


Lord to lead before we] 


Would like | 
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you pay him, and is not the exacting, un- 
reasonable one which the human mind 
would imagine him. He knows when you 
are deprived from meeting on the moment, 
and well understands that you are fol- 
lowing his direction, but Satan would 
like to make you believe God is not hear- 
ing, or that some shortcoming of yours 
will interrupt the blessing that God holds 
for you both as you pray. Don’t listen 
to Satan, for if there is any one thing 
he will thwart.if he can, it is prayer. How 
he hates to see us on our knees or have 
us pray in our hearts! Prayer is our 
power house, and if he can give us one 
little bit of doubt, he is in his element. 
Keep your trust firm and know that God 
does not look at the two clocks before he 
is ready to answer, but his Word says, 
“Before they call, I will answer.” 

Now that is what it means to pray in 
the Spirit. The Spirit directs prayer, and 
God is with you to. give you the wishes 
and desires which he is waiting to give 
you. The willing -mind is. what we must 
have to be in harmony with the giver, 
giving us of his gifts. If we are in obe- 
dience to him, and are desiring to have 
his mind control us, we are walking with 


him, and he can. save our loved ones and. 


he can do the “impossible.” The might 
and power of dur :God over everything 
is so glorious, and we need never trem- 
ble or fear, but walk: out with a faith 
sure and firm; and nothing can swerve 
our God from his ptomises.. You can 
have every girl in your Sunday-school 
class saved, by persevering, persistent, 
and faithful prayers. Both of you keep 
on, and let nothing frighten you. Read 
the eleventh chapter. of: Hebrews, and 
make it yours, and hold it up to your 
Lord, and ask for a faith such as those 
folk had, which he gave them. It is a 
gift from him. and, my dear girl, he will 
give it to you. The evil one will try 
to keep you from. praying in the prayer 
service, but when you feel the impulse 
of the Spirit, you pray, and let God have 
the benefit of your doing his will. Don’t 
be afraid, “only believe’! 

I wish you would send to the Silver 
Publishing Society, 1013 Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, and ask for two 
little leaflets, which will be sent free. 
One is called “Prayer,” and the other is 
called “Believing is Seeing,” both writ- 
ten by James H. McConkey. You will 
enjoy them, and be benefited by reading 
them. , 





With.the New Books 








Every Day, All the Way. Compiled 
by Thomas C. Muir. (Fleming H. Rev- 
ell Co., New York, $1.) Only a moment 
snatched at the beginning of a busy day— 
not a substitute for the Morning Watch 
but better than never to pause at all — 
may be found in this refreshing little year- 
book. The compiler has ranged far, and 
culled bits of rich thought, experience, 
and testimony from many of God’s saints 
in this and other. days. These interpret 
and illustrate the chosen. Scripture verse 
for the day.. Some of the names that at- 
tract to the pages are so widely diverse as 
Billy Bray and Bishop Watts-Ditchfield, 
Dr. Alexander Whyte and Dan Crawford, 
Gypsy Smith and Bishop Handley Moule, 
John B. Gough and Frances Ridley 
Havergal, William Cowper,’ and D. L. 
Moody. There is a definite purpose to 
make plain the way of salvation, and to 
show light on the path all the way Home. 


Cradle Roll Questions, Plans and 
Programs. By Elizabeth Williams Sud- 
low. (Standard Publishing Co., Cincin- 


“nati, 85 cents.) The importance of a de- 


partment that may -be of inestimable 
worth ‘to the entire Sunday-school and 
church, but whose possibilities are but 
rarely developed, is demonstrated by a 
recognized expert. Nearly one hundred 
questions with brief, practical answers are 
classified under such groupings as defi- 
nitions and the earliest Cradle Roll, the 
Cradle Roll’s place and its relation to the 
Bible school and church, the Cradle Roll 
and the Home Department, organization 
and the Cradle Roll systematized, the 
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A Jewish Rabbi 
Found the Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000,000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled ‘‘ The Chosen Peo- 
aoe? =, eo Paper tells 

“ A Cohn 2bout the persecutions, 
Ex-Rebbi Leopold hard work and glorious 
victories.experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 

OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you “ The Chosen People’ for one year, one 
copy of the life-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leaflets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


BRYAN 


THE CREAT COMMONER 

By J. C. Lone 
“* A most admirable piece of well- 
balanced biographical work. A 
frank, fair book. Bryan becomes 
one of the few unforgettable figures 
of his generation.” 

— Boston Transcript. 
$3.50 at all booksellers 


D. APPLETON AND COM PANY 
35. WesT 32d STREET, NEW Yorxe 
































AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. 


Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


School for Christian Workers 


Demand for young women trained in Christian 
work is_growing. ur two and three year courses 
— Religious Education Directors, Deaconesses, 

astors’ Assistants. Sunday,School and Social Service 
Workers, Missionaries. grees and certificates 
granted. Special shorter courses. High School edu- 
cation required. Scholarships. Catalog. 


Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Learn Another Man’s Language '¥ ‘P¢,°**¥; Pras: 


tical Hoss teld- 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese Pig omy Price, $1.75. Over a mil- 
lion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE_PETER REILLY CO., Publishers 
Dept.S5S., 133 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 




















Men and women find it easy taking orders for 
eur fast selling imported linens and damasks, 


part or full time. Large commissions. Best 
selections and low prices. Our samplo line 
sells itself # without previous oeceny 


Cuticura Talcum 
Is Soothing 
or Baby’s Skin 


Seap, Ointmen' t, Talcum sold everywhere.§ 
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Cradle Roll class and department, equip- 
ment or outfitting for good work, man- 
agement or making the department go, 
the Cradle Roll room, birthdays, how and 
why observe them, and birthday letters. 
Every phase of the work seems to be 
handled with wise and sympathetic touch. 
Bright programs are here for many spe- 
cial occasions, suggested letters from the 
superintendent, prayers fér the Cradle 
Roll class and child, verses of welcome, 
plans for social activities, and for mothers’ 
meetings, and a dozen happy little hymns 
and songs with words and music. ‘The 
work of the Cradle Roll, as outlined 
in this manual, includes all children from 
the date of birth until they are regularly 
enrolled in the Beginners Department, atid 
the book will prove useful to all Chris- 
tian workers with little children. 


Intermediate B. Y. P. U. Manual. By 
E. E. Lee. (Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents.) Junior B. Y. P. U. Manual. By 
Ina S. Lambdin. (Cloth, 60 cents; paper, 
4o cents.) Studying for Service, By J. 
R. Black. (Cloth, 60 cents; paper, 40 
cents. All published by Sunday School 
Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tenn.) Junior, Intermediate, 
and Senior Christian Endeavor societies, 
and groups of similar age in the Baptist 
Young People’s Union, Epworth League, 
and other church bodies, are doing a 
work of untold value, and to them this 
set of books will be of great usefulness. 
The Intermediate Manual deals in prac- 
tical fashion with the place and purpose 
of the organization; privileges and re- 
sponsibilities of members ; the organizing, 
officers, committees, and plans and pro- 
grams for devotional, social, and busi- 
ness meetings. The “Sword Drill” (on 
the Bible) as a feature for the weekly 
meetings is worth the price of the book. 
The Junior Manual is full of bright sug- 
gest? for workers with Juniors. 
“Studying for Service” gives studies for 
use in the Junior B. Y. P. U., covering 
in attractive form such themes as “About 
the Bible,” “Important Bible Teachings,” 
“Christian Conduct,” “Missions,” and 
“Prayer.” Being prepared exclusively 
for use in their own denomination, the 
particular beliefs ofthe Baptist Church 
are given a prominent place in certain 
portions of all three books, but there is 
much that will be appreciated by workers 
in other denominations as well. The spir- 
itual tone is true throughout. Each chap- 
ter is followed by a set of questions, and 
the manuals will serve as textbooks for 
os desiring training for this kind of 
work. 


we 

Dr. Scroggie Again in America 

R. W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE of 

Edinburgh is-again in America for 
a summer for conference work. Readers 
of The Sunday School Times will re- 
member Dr. Scroggie as a former les- 
son writer and as an occasional contribu- 
tor to its pages. Dr. Scroggie, upon 
whom the University of Edinburgh ,con- 
ferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
in 1927, is Pastor of Charlotte Chapel, 
Edinburgh, and is.a well-known speaker 
at English Keswick. Christians on this 
side of the Atlantic will be glad for the 
further moyorvaanty $6 hear this gifted 


expositor of the ord. He speaks at 
the following places: 


Philadelphia, Pa., July 8-13.—Sunday and each 
evening, at Bethany Temple, §3d:-and Spruce 
Sts.; noonday meetings at Arch Street M. E. 
Church, Broad and Arch Sts. Under the 
cameos of The Prophetic Testimony of Phila- 


Steny Brook, N. Y., July 15-20.—Young 
People’s Conference. Care of the Rev. J. C. 
Williams, Stony Brook, N. Y. 

Philadelphia, Pa., July 22-27.—Sunday and 
each evening, at Gaston Presbyterian. Church, 
arth and Lehigh Sts.; noonday meetings at 
Arch Street M. E. Church, Broad and Arch 
Sts. Under the auspices of The Prophetic 
Testimony of Philadelphia. 

Hil., July 29 to Aug. 10.—At 3 p. m. 
and 8 p. m., at North Shore Congregational 
Church, Wilson Ave. and Sheridan Road. 
Care of Dr. J. C. O’Hair. 

Steny Brook, N.. Y., Aug. 12-17.—Prophetic 
Conference. Care of Dr. Ford C. Ottman, 
Stony Brook, N. Y. 

Stony Brook, N. Y., Aug. 19 to Sept. 2— 
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( For Family Worship 2 
# By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. = 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoot Lesson Committee. 


HE Prayer Suggestions for this 

week’s readings, slightly condensed, 
are selected from the Parish School 
Hymnal of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, and are used every Lord’s 
Day in the Lutheran Sunday-schools. 


July 16 to’ <2? 
Mon.—Acts 9 : 19b-25. 
A Champion of Truth. 

Peter’s argument had been that the 
crucified and risen Jesus was the Mes- 
siah; Paul’s, that Jesus, the crucified 
Nazarene, because he was the Messiah, 
was therefore the Son of God. (See the 
Scofield Reference Bible footnote here.) 
Peter can find residence and ministry in 
Jerusalem, but God destined Paul for 
the Gentiles, and his life is always in 
danger in Jewry and safest’ in heathen- 
om. ‘ 

Prayer Succestions: O Lord God, 
who hath begotten us by thy Word, re- 
newed us by thy Spirit, and doth daily 
nourish us with thy grace: let thy Holy 
Spirit be present with us, and rest upon 
us as we read and study thy Holy Word, 
that we may do tt humbly and reverently, 
with a mind ready, desirous to learn and 
to obey, that we may be thoroughly fur- 
nished and “instructed unto every good 
work, to the glory of thy name. 


Tues.—Acts 9 : 26-31. Discipleship Confirmed. 


The argument of Barnabas is stronger 
than appears on the surface. Dr. Stifler 
says that an impostor, a feigned disciple, 
could not preach in the name of the Lord 
Jesus; “for from the {Christian} Jews’ 
point of view, it was blasphemy.” 

Prayer Succestions: Almighty God, 
we beseech thee graciously to behold this, 
thy family, for which our Lord Jesus 
Christ was contented to be betrayed and 
given up into the hands of wicked men, 
and to suffer death upon the. cross; 
through the same Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Lord, 
Wed.—Acts 11 : 19-28. 

Demand for Christian Leadership. 

Doubtless, not knowing of Peter’s 
vision, the Cyprian and Cyrenian prose- 
lytes had done the daring thing of preach- 
ing to Greeks, for all modern versions 
substitute “Greek” for “Grecian” here 
(the latter meaning Grecian Jews). God 
approved this (v. 21), but these obscure 
messengers needed the encouragement of 
Spirit-filled leaders, which they found in 
Barnabas and Paul. Pray for the new 
leadership that-God is evidently raising 
up now, while the Lord Jesus tarries, in 
the World Dominion Press, the Pioneer 
Mission Agency, and others, to get the 
Gospel out into the last unreached fiekis. 

Prayer Succestions: O God, who 
hath made of one blood all nations. of 
men to dwell on the face of the whole 
earth, and didst send thy blessed Son to 
preach to them that are far. off and. to 
them that are nigh, grant. that the mes- 
sage of the Gospel may be carried into 
all the world, so. that all nations and peo- 
ples and .kindreds and tongues may be 
brought to the great Shepherd and united 
in his fold; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, 
Thurs.—Acts 26 : 12-23. 

. Obedient to the Vision. 

Obedience to our heavenly vision and 
calling will sometimes bring to us‘ sur- 
prising audiences. Paul never spoke to 
such a one as this before. A king, a prin- 
cess, a Roman governor, soldiers, and 
citizens. Our Lord promised such things 
(Mark 13:9). The engineer Fant gets 
an opportunity, in a presentation of 
medals to veteran railroaders, to testify 
before the President of the “Southera 
Railway ; Cyrus Hamlin is summoned be- 
fore the Sultan; Luther thrilled his own 





General Bible Conference. 


Prayer Succestions: Almighty God, 
who through the preaching of thy serv- 
ant, the blessed Reformer, hath caused 
the light of the Gospel to shine. forth; 
grant, we beseech thee, that knowing tts 
saving p@wer we may faithfully guard 
and defend it against all enemies, and 
joyfully proclaim it to the salvation of 
souls, and the glory of thy Holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Fri—1 Timothy 4: 6-16. A Good Minister. 


It seems almost tragic that Paul, as his 
head was about to fall under Nero’s ax, 
could not find a more‘ powerful successor 
upon whom: to cast his mantle than. the 
frail and timid Timothy. God chooses 
the weak thi of this world to confound 
the mighty. “Notice that Timothy’s good 
ministry—was to «consist of putting the 
brethren in remembrance of these things. 
What things? What Paul had been 
teaching in the previous part of the let- 
ter, including 2:5, 6 and 4:1, 2. Loving 
warning against doctrinal error is not the 
critical spirit. Are we good. ministers? 


Prayer Succestions: We beseech thee, 
O God, by the mystery of our Saviour’s 
fasting and temptation, to arm us with 
the same mind that was in him, that we 
may resist evil and sin; and give us grace 
in our bodies in such holy discipline that 
our minds may be ready always to shun 
evil and to obey the guidance of thy Holy 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Sat.—Luke 4: 16-24. Jesus’ Early Ministry. 


Having been anointed by the Holy 
Spirit for his ministry when the dove 
descended, and having successfully re- 
sisted temptation.presented by Satan him- 
self, our Lord had been preaching and 
working in mighty power, which had 
been generally recognized (vs. 14, 15). 
But unbelief prevented. his doing any- 
thing at home. If it was in the power 
of the Spirit that-our Lord taught and 
wrought, how much more must this be 
true-of us! It was true of Paul. Paul 
was not “a product of his times,” but a 
miracle of grace. 


Prayer Succestions: Almighty and 
everlasting God, who. hath sent thy Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, to take upon 
him our flesh and suffer death upon the 
cross, that all mankind should: follow the 
example of his great humility: merci- 
‘fully grant that we -may both follow the 
example of his patience and also be made 
partakers of his resurrection through the 
same Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord, 
Sun.—Romans ‘12 : 1-8. 

The Spirit and Form of Service. 

Consecration: is giving God a carte 
blanche — the white card — signing one’s 
own name at the bottom, as it were, and 
letting God fill in above.. When one has 
presented his body, the jewel case that 
contains soul and spirit, then God will 
‘bring into play the special gift or gifts 
of the Spirit which he imparts to each in- 
dividual (cf. Eph. 2: 10). . 


(Lesson for July 22) JULY 7,°1928 — 


Prayver Succestions:  O-God,.who 
didst bring forth our Lord Jesus Christ 
from the dead, conquering for us death 
and the grave, and opening to us the 
gates to everlasting life; receive, we pray 
thee, our adoration and praise for -this 
victory which thou hast sustained for us, 
and grant that we may always follow 
Christ, our Way, hold fast to the truth 
as it is in him, and live now and eternally 
in him, our Life, who with thee and the 
Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth ever. one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


TONY Biases Seas 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Full accrédited. Prepares 
for all the leading colleges. Intensive work 
under college-trained teachers. Small classes. 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
pus on the beautiful north shore-of Long 
_ Island. Indoor and outdoor spo:ts. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


6 a 
THE TIME OF THE END” 
A thirty page booklet showing by the Scriptures 
that events expected to take place this year point to 
the imminent return of the 
Sent free to amy address. Write 
GUS McKEY, 540 Olive Drive, Whittier, California. 





























IDEAL SEAT ENDS used with ordinary planks 
to set up comfortable seats—any length to 18 feet. 
Quick and éasy set-up with special wrenches 
sent free. Planks not cut or nailed r somply 
clamped on; hence returnable. SEAT EN 
made entirely of steel. Weight bs ibs. Eastern 
orders filled from Philadelphia, Pa. 


IDEAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
6819 Santa Monica Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 
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1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois F 
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$1.60, SEnek- of Misintigiei—order Sesh 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
West of Mississippi—order from 





and or generations by his stand 
at the Diet of Worms. 





Just Off the Press! 
The Author’s Crowning Work—Be sure to get 


I..R. DEAN’S great last book 
“The Coming Kingdom, « The Goal of Prophecy” 


- Finished just seven ry shear tent p<: betas 


27 amazing! i iseoasing chapters and a 


- ARTHUR I. BROWN, M. D., C. M., F.R.C.S.E. : 
Noted Surgeon and Bible Scholar of V: Canad 


postpaid — Handsome cloth binding. 


- «APPROVED -BOOKS STORE 
of the Philadelphia School of the. Bible, 1719 Spring Garden Street 


J. F. DEAN, 234 W. 88th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 


called home by his Lord 


of 40 years vigorous Bible study and observation 
of world movements 


Foreword is by 








USE THIS COUPON 





Fees ssa aeaaaen*eeaeee 


GENTLEMEN :— 


Please send me... . _ copies 
‘*The Coming Kingdom,’’ by I. R. - 
Dean, for which Tenclose$. . . . . 


ADDRESS 
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